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HE following ſhort Traft is humbly 'offcr'd to the 

Fublic, in Hopes of gaining by their generous Con- 
tribution in the Sale thereof, a ſmall Matter, to enable 
me to ſettle in ſome Induſtrious Way, and provide in 
my old e againſs the Malevolence of Fortune; who 
hitherto, for the Space of Twenty-eight Years, hath with 
her Smiles and Frowns alternately chequer d my Life. .- 
y Situation, after my Arrival in AMERICA, was 
net, I confeſs nnhappy, till the Tear 1754, when 
the Indians began their Depredations in the Province of 
Penſylvania; but, ſince that Time, the Reader «ill find 
Few happy Minutes to ha:e been in in my Poſſeſſion. 
Could I be reinſtated in the like Circumſtances, 1 ea- 
joyed before, my utmoſt Wiſhes would be obtained. Thow- 
ſands who have gone to theſe Parts, have met with 
more unpleaſing Fortune thau myſelf ; many (who are 
not kidnappd as I was) being ignorant what Meaſures * 
to take, on going thither, contract themſelves with ſome 
Merchant or Tactor here, to (trve @ cirtain Number 
of Years in the Plantations, ærãere, hen arrived, they 
often meet with vcry bad, and I may (ay, cruel dla 
ſters ; through <ehoje barbarous Treatment, the are of= 
ten induced ro elipe, to avcid Servitude, or (mucre pro- 
Perly) Slavery wider ſuch Tyrants. If this happens, their 
Caſe is worſe, for they are almoſt certain of being taken 
ts nexe are allowed ts travel without a Paſs, mid then 
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for every Day they have been abſent, they muſt after 


rhe Expiration of their Contract, ſerve a Week, and pay 


ſuch Sums of Money as the Maſter ſhall advertiſe for 
taking and bringing them back, or ſerve a certain Time in 
Lieu thereof. But thoſe, who go at their own Expence, 
find it much more to their Satisfaftion and Intereſt ; for 
as ſoon as they arrive, they are ſure of Employment, 
particularly Tradeſmen in any Branch, at great Wages 
in all Parts of Penſylvania, and the other Provinces. 


If any go to better their Fortunes, and have Money 
enough to enable them ts live there without Service, 
they are almoſt ſure, with Induſtry, to obtain their Ends; 
for, in' whatever Place they firſt reſide, there, have 


they a Settlement, by the Laws of the ſeveral Pro- 


vinces; and Land may be obtained very cheap, as 
Thouſands of Acres near all our Settlements ſtill lie un- 
cultivated, that with ſome trouble, and little Expence, 
may be made to produce all Sorts of Grain in great 
Plenty. This they ſell to the Weſt-India Merchants, 
and in times of Peace, to the French, for Rum, Sugar, 


. Blankets, and Cloathing of all Sorts, which they again 


exchange with the Indians for Deer-skins, and Furs of 
all Kinds, to great Advantage ; and ſuch Trade ſeldom 
Fails, in a feæo Tears, of gratifying the moſt avaritiuis 
in their Thirſt after Wealth. 
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H E Reader is not here to expect a 
large and uſeleſs Detail of the Tranſ- 
actions of late Years, in that Part of the 
World, where, ever ſince my Infancy, 
: it has been my Misfortune to have” 
lived. Was it in my Power indeed, to ſet off with 
pompous Diction, and embelliſh with artifcial De- 
{criptions, what has ſo ingroſſed the Attention of 
Europe, as well as the Scenes of Action for ſome 
Years paſt, perhaps I might; but, my poor Pen, 
being wholly unfit for ſuch a Task, and never other- 
wile employed than juſt for my own Affairs and A- 
muſement, while I had the Pleaſure of living tranquil 
and undiſturbed ; I muſt beg Leave to deſiſt from 
ſuch an Attempt ; and if ſuch is expected from me, 
claim the Indulgence of that Pardon which is never 
refuſed to thoſq; peapacitated of performing what may 
be deſired of th And, as a plain, impartial, and 
ſuccinct Name own Life and various Vi- 
ciſſitudes of Fortune, is all J ſhall aim at, I mn 
herein confine myſelf to plain fimple Truth, and, 
the Dictates, reſulting from an honeſt Heart, give 3 
Reader no other Entertainment tlian what ſhall be 
Matter 
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2 The L I F E 
Matter of Fact; and of ſuch Things as have actually 


happened to me, or come to my own Knowledge, in 
the the Sphere of Life, in which it has been my Lot 
to be placed. Not, but I hope I may be allowed, 
now and then, to carry on my Narrative from the 
Informations I have received of ſuch Things as relate 

to my Deſign tho' they have not been done or tranſ- 
acted in my Preſence. 


It being uſual in Narratives like this, to give a 
ſhort Account of the Author's Birth, Education, and 


juvenile Exploits, the ſame being look d upon as a 


neceſſary, or at leaſt ſatisfactory Piece of Information 
to the curious and inquiſitive Reader ; I ſhall, with- 
out boaſting of a Family I am no way intitled to, or 
recounting Adventures in my Youth, to which I was 
intirely a Stranger, ina ſhort Manner, will gratify ſuch 
Curioſity ; not expecting, as I ſaid before, to be ad- 
mired for that Elegance of Stile and Profuſion of 
Words, ſo univerſally made uſe of in Details and Hiſ- 


tories of thoſe Adventurers, who have of late Years 
obliged the World with their Ancedotes and Memo- 


Irs; and which have had ſcarce any other Exiſtence 
: than in the Brains of a Bookſcller's or Printer's Car- 
retteer ; who, from fewer Incidents, and leſs ſur- 
Prizing Matter than will be found in this ſhort Nar- 
rative, have been, and are daily enabled, to 1pin and 
work out there eieborate Performances to three or four 


Volumes. That I, like them, publiſh this for Sup- 


port, is true, but as I am too ſenſible, the major Part 
of Mankind will give much more to a Bookleller, to 
be in the Faſhion, or ſatisfy their Curioſity, in having 
or reading a new puff d-off Hiſtory or Novel, than to 
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a real Object of Diſtreſs, for an accurate and faithful 
Account of a Series of Misfortunes, J have thought it 
more adviſeable to confine myſelf as to Size and Price, 
than by making a larger Volume miſs that Aſſiſtance 
and Relief, of which J at preſent am in ſo great Need. 


Know, therefore, that I was born within ten 


Miles of the Town of Aberdeen, in the North of 


Scotland ; if not of rich, yet of reputable Parents, 
who ſupported me in the beſt Manner they could, 
as long as they had the happineſs of having me under 


their Inſpect ion; but fatally for me, and to their 


great Grief, as it afterwards proved, I was ſent to live 
with an Aunt at Aberdeen, where, at eight Years of 
Age, playing on the Key, with others of my Com- 
panions, being of a ſtout robuſt Conſtitution, I was 
taken Notice of by two Fellows belonging to a Veſſel 
in the Harbour, employed (as the Trace then was) 
by ſome of the worthy Merchants of the Town, in 
that villainous and execrable Practice, call'd Kiduap- 


ping; that is, ſtealing young Children from their 


Parents and ſelling them as Slaves in the Plantations 
abroad. Being mark'd out by. thoſe Monſters of Im- 
piety: as their Prey, I was eaſily cajoled on board the 
Ship by them, where I was no ſooner got, than they 
conducted me between the Decks, to ſome others 
they had kidnapped in the ſame Manner. At that 
Time, I had no Senſe of the Fate that was deſtin'd for 
me, and ſpent the Time in childiſh Amuſements with 
my fellow Sufferers in the Steerage, being never ſuffer'd 
to go upon Deck whilſt the Veſſel lay in the Har- 
bour ; which was 'till ſuch a Time as they had got 
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in tke'r Loading, with a Complement of unhappy 
Youths for carrying on their wicked Commerce. 


In about a Month's Time the Ship ſet fail for 
America. The Treatment we met with, and the 
trifling Incidents which happen'd during the Voyage, 
1 hope I may be excuw>'d from relating, as not being, 
at that Time, of an Age ſufficient to remark any Thing 
more than what muſt occur to every one on ſuch an 
Occaſion. However, I cannot forget, that when we 
arrived on the Coaſt, we were deſtin'd for, a hard Gale 


of Wind ſprung up from the S. E. and to the Captain's 


great Surpriſe, (he not thinking he was near Land) 


althio' having been eleven Weeks on the Paſſage; a- 


bout 12 O Clock at Night the Ship ſtruck ona Sand- 
bank, of Cape May, near the Capes of De-la- ware, 
and to the great Terror and Aﬀright of the Ship's 
Company, in a ſmall Time, was almoſt full of Water. 
The Boat was then hoiſted out, into which the 
Captain and his fellow Villains, the Crew, got with 
{ome Difficulty, leaving me and my deluded Com- 
panions to periſh ; as they then muſt naturally con- 
clude inevitable Death to be our Fate. Olten in my 


Diſtreſſes and Miſeries ſince, have I wiſh'd that ſuch 
had been the Conſequence, when in a State of Inno- 


cence ! but Providence thought proper to reſerve me 
for future Trials of it's Goodneſs. Thus abandon'd 
and deferted, without the leaſt Proſpect of Relief, 


but threater d every Moment with Death, did theſe 


The Cries, the Shrieks and Tears 


Villains leave us. 


of a Parcel of Infants had no Effect on, or caus'd the 
leaſt Remorce, in the Breaſts of theſe mercileſs 


Scarce can I fay, to which to give the 
Pre- 
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Preference ; whether, to ſuch as theſe, who have 
had the Opportunity of knowing the Chriſtian 
Religion, or to the Savages herein after deſcrib'd, 
who profane not the Goſpel, or boaſt of Humani- 
ty; and, if they act in a more brutal and butcherly 
Manner, yet 'tis to their Enemies, for the Sake of 
Plunder and the Rewards offered them; for their 
Principles are alike; the Love of ſordid Gain is in 
both the ſame Motives. The Ship being on a 
Sand-bank, which did not give Way to let her 
deeper, we lay in the ſame deplorable Condition 
till Mornivg ; when, tho' we ſaw the Land of 
Cape May, at about a Mile's Diſtance, we knew 
not what would be our Fate. 


The Wind at length abated, and the Captain 
(unwilling to loſe all her Cargo) about 10 o'Clock, 
ſent ſome of his Crew in a Boat to the Ship's Side 
to bring us on Shore, where we lay, in a Sort of a 
Camp, made of the Sails of the Veſſel, and ſuch 
other Things as they could get. The Proviſions 
laſted us till we were taken in by a Veſſel bound 
to Philadelphia; lying on this Iſland, as well as I 
can recollect, near three Weeks. Very little of the 
Cargo was ſaved undamaged, and the Veſlel, tho! 
repaired as well as the Hands were able, was never 
fit for Sea again, 


When arrived and 1 at Philadelphia, 5 Y 
Capital of Penſy/vania, the Captain had ſoon 3 | 
People enough who came to buy us. He making * * | 
the moſt of his villainous Loading, after his Diſal- 6! 
ter, fold us at about 164. per Head. What bes 4 

came 


E I 
| 


to the Proprietor's Plan. 


6 IT. 1FT 8: 


came of my unhappy Companions, I never knew; 
but it was. my Lot to be ſold to one of my Coun- 
trymen, whoſe Name was Hugh Wilſon, a North- 
Britain, tor the Term of ſeven Years, who had in 
his Youth undergone the ſame Fate as myſelf; 
having been kidnapped from St. Johuſtoun in Scot- 
land. As 1 ſhall often have Occaſion to mention 
Philadelphia during the Courſe of my Adventures, 
I ſhall in this Place give a ſhort and concite De- 
ſcription of the fineſt City in America, and one of 
the beſt laid out in the World, 


This City. would have been a Capital fit for an 
Empire, had it been built and inhabited according 
Conſidering it's .late 
Foundation, 'tis a large City, and moſt commodi- 
ouſly ſituated between De-la-ware and Schuyl- 
till, two navigable Rivers. The former being 


two Miles broad, and navigable 300 Miles tor ſmall 


Veſſels, It extends in length two Miles from one 
River to the other. There are eight long Streets 
two Miles in Length, cut at right Angles by ſix- 
teen others, of one Mile in Length, all ſtrait and 
ſpacious. The Heuſcs ere ſtately, very numerous, 
(being near 3000), and Rill increaſing, and all car- 
ried on regularly according to the firſt Plan. It 
has two Fronts on the Water, one on the Faſt- ſide 
facing the S HuEHihxiil, and that on the Weſt facing 
the De- la- were. The Schuylkill being navigable 


dco Miles above the Falls, the Eaſtern Part is 
moſt populous, where the Ware-houſes, ſome three 
Stories high, and Wharts are numerous and conve- 
vient. 


All the Houſes have large Orchards and 
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Gardens belonging to them. The Merchants that 
reſide here are numerous and wealthy, many of 
them keeping their Coaches, Sc. In the Centre 
of the City there is a Space of ten Acres, whereon 
are built the State-houſe, Market-houſe, and 
School-houſe. The former is built of Brick, and 
has a Priſon under it. The Streets have their 
Names from the ſeveral Sorts of Timber common 
in Penſylvania; as Mutverry-ſ!rcet, Safſ sfr25- 
ſtreet, Cheſnut- ſtreet, Beach-ſtreet, and Ceaar-ſireet. 
Chriſt's Church is the oldeſt and has a numerous 
Congregation ; but the major Part of the Inhabi- 
tants, being at firſt Quakers, ſtill continue ſo, who 
have ſeveral Meeting-honſes, ard may not impro- 
perly be called the Church, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, 
being the Originals. 
200 Feet ſquare, to which a Ship of 200 Tons may 
lay her Broad-file. As the Advantages this City 
may boaſt of, has rencered it one of the beſt tra- 
ding Towns our of the Hritiſh Empire; to in all 
brobability it wil increaſe in Commerce ak Riches 
if not prevented by party Paction and religious 
Feuds, which of late Years have made it ſuffer con- 
ſiderably. The Aſſemblies and Courts of Jutica- 
ture are held here as in all Capitals. The Zrench 
haveno City like it in all America. 


" "RR was my Lot in falling into my Coun- 
tryman's Power, as he was, contrary to many 


others of his Calling, a human, worthy, honeſt 
Man. Having no Children of his own, and com- 


miſerating my unhappy Condition, he took great 
Care of me till I was fit for Buſine(s ; and about 
| | | the 


The Key is beautiful, and 


| 
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the 12th Year oj my Age ſet me ahout little 
Trifles; in which State I continued 'till my.-14th 
Year, when I was more fit for harder Work. Du. 
ring ſuch my idle State, ſeeing my fellow Servants 
often reading and writing, it incited in me an In- 
cl:nation to learn, which I intimated to my Maſter, 
telling him, I ſhould be very willing to ſerve a 
Year longer, than the Contract by which I was 


| beun4d obliged me, if he would indulge me in go- 


ing to School; this he readily agreed to, ſzying, 
That Winter would be the beſt Time. It being 
then Summer; I waited with Impatience for the 
other Seaton; but to make ſome Progreſs in my 
De ſign, I got a Primmer and learnt as much from 
my fellow Servants as I could. At School, where 
I went every Winter for five Years, I made a tole- 
rable Proficiency, and have ever ſince been impro- 
ving myſelf at leiſure Hours. With this good 
Maſter, I continued 'till TI was ſeventeen Years old, 
when he died, and as a Reward for my fairhful 


Service, left me 200 /. Currency, which was then 


about 120 4. Sterling, his beſt Horſe, Saddle, and 


all his wearing Apparel. 


Being now my own Maſter, having Money in 
my Pocket, and all other Neceſſaries, I employed 
myſelf in jobbing about the Country, working for 
any that would employ me, for near ſeven Years; 
when thinking I had Money ſufficient to follow 
lome better Way of Life, I reſolved to ſettle; 
but thought one Step neceſſary thereto, was to 


be married; for which Purpoſe. I applied to 


the Daughter of a ſubſtantial Planter, and found 
my 


my SL 
ther, 

and * 
eſtabli 
Mann. 


Land 
prove. 


van 


Count 
were \ 
ON Wa 
Ing m 
me thi 
Houfl 
Work 
did m 
Year 

who | 
ſtroye 
may 
roubl 
where 
Partie 
tures, 
ting g 
imagi: 
Outra 
preter 
alas ! 

like t 
Faith 
ſuriou 
retire 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 9 


my Suit was not unacceptable to her, or her Fa- 
ther, ſo that Matters were ſoon concluded upon, 
znd we married. My Father-in-law, in order to 
eſtabliſh us in the World, in an eaſy, if not affluent 
Manner, made me a Deed of Gift of a Tract of 
Land that lay (unhappily for me, as it has ſince 
proved) on the Frontiers of the Province of Pen- 
[ylvanta, near the Forks of De- la- ware, in Berks 
County, containing about 200 Acres, 30 of which 
were well cleared and fit for immediate Uſe, where- 
on was a good Houuſe and Barn. The Place pleaſ- 
ing me well, I ſettled on it; and though it coſt 
me the major Part of my Money in buying Stock, 
Houſhold Furniture, and Implements for out- door 
Work; and happy as I was in a good Wife, yet 
did my Felicity laſt me not long: For about the 
Year 1754, the Inaiaus, in the French Intereſt, 
who had for a long Time before ravaged and de- 
ſtroyed other Parts of America, unmoleſted, I 
may very properly ſay, began now to be very 
troubleſome on the Frontiers of our Province, 
where they generally appeared in ſmall skulking 
Parties, with yellings, ſhoutings, and antic Poſ- 
tures, inſtead of Trumpets and Drums; commit- 
ting great Devaſtations. The Peuſylvaniaus little 
imagined at firſt, that the /ndz2nc guilty of ſuch 
Outrages and Violences were ſome of thoſe who 
pretended to be in the Engizfþ Intereſt ; which 
alas! proved to be too true to many of us: For 
like the French in Europe, without Regard to 
Faith of Treaties, they ſuddenly break out into 
ſurious rapid Outrages and Devaſtations, but ſoon 
retire precipitately, 9 no Stores or 

at 
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but what they meet with in their Incurſions; ſome 


indeed carry a Bag with Biſcuit, or Indian Corn 


therein, but not unleſs they have a long March to 
their deſtin d Place ot Action. Ard thoſe French, 
who were ſent to diſpoſſeſs us in that Part of the 
World, being indefatigable in their Duty, and con- 
tinually contriving, and uſing all manner of Ways 
end Means to win the Indians to their Intereſt, 
many of whom had been too pegligent, and ſome- 
times, I may, ſay cruelly treated by thoſe who pre- 
tended to be their Protectors and Friends, found it 
no very difficult Matter to get over to their Inter- 
eſt, many who belong'd to thoſe Nations in Amity 
with us: Eſpecially as the Rewards they#have 


them were ſo great ; they paying for every Scalp 


of an Engliſb Perſon 151. Sterling, 


Terrible and ſhocking to human Nature, were 
the Barbarities daily committed by the Savages, 
and are not to be parallel'd in all the Volumes of 
Hiſtory ! Scarce did a Day paſs but ſome unhap- 


Py Family or other fell Victims to French Ghicans« 


ery and Savage Cruelty. Terrible, indecd Hit 
proved to me, as well as to many others; I that 
was row happy in an eaſy State of Life, bleſſed 
with an Affectionate and tender Wife, who was poſ- 
ſeſſed of all amiable Qualities to enable me to go 
thro' this World with that Peace and Serenity of 
Mind which every Chriſtian wiſhes to poſeſs, be- 
came on a ſudden one of the moit unhappy, and de- 
plorable of Mankind ; ſcarce can I ſuſtain the 


Sheck which for ever recoils on me, at thinking on 
the laſt Time of ſceing that good Woman; the 
Fan 
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me I fatal 2d of Offober, 1754; ſhe that Day went 
2IN trom home to viſit ſome of her Relations, as I ſtaid 
to up later than uſual, expecting her return, none 
cl, being in the Houle beſides myſelf, how great was 
the my Surprize, Terror, and Affright, when about 
on- | 11 o'Clock at Night, I heard the diſmal War- cry, 
ays or War-whoop of tha Savages, which they make 
eſt, on ſuch Pccaſions, arid may be expreſs'd, Woach, 
nc” | woach, ha, ha, hath, woach, and to my inex- 
e | pricflible Grief, ſoon found my Houſe was attack'd 
mit by them; I flew to the Chamber- window, and 
cr- perceived them to be twelve in Number. They 
ity male ſeveral Attempts to come in, I asked them 
avec i whiiWthey wanted? they gave me no Anſwer, but 
alp continued beating, and trying to get the Door 
open Judge then the Condition I muſt be in, 
knowing the Cruelty and mercileſs Diſpoſition of 
thoſe Savages, ſhould I fall into their Hands, To 
eſcape which dreadful Misfortune, having my Gun 
loaded in my Hand, I threaten'd them with Death, 
if they ſhould not deſiſt But how vain and fruit- 
leſs are the Efforts of one Man againſt the united 
Force of ſo many! and of ſuch mercileſs, undaunted 
and blood-thirſty Monſters as I had here to deal 
with One of them that could ſpeak a little Eng- 
liſb, threaten'd me in return, That if I did not 
** come out, they would burn me alive in the 
* Houſe.” Telling me farther, what IT unhappily 
perceived; * That they were no Friends to the 
** Engliſh, but if J would come out and ſurrender 
* myſelf Pritoner, they would not kill me.” My 
Terror and Diſtraction at hearing this is not to be 
expreſſed by Words, nor eaſily imagin'd by any 
1 9 1 : _ +. Tx1{0a 
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Perſon, unleſs in the ſame Conditidſ Little could 


I depend on the Promiſes of ſuch Creatures; and. 
yet, if I did not, inevitable Death, by being. burnt 


alive muſt be my. Lot. 


. Uncertainty of their fallacious Promiſes, rather 
| than mect. with certain D h--bY reßecking them; 
2 and. accordingly went out of my. Houſ with m 
Grun in my Hand, not know irg 
7 I had it. Immediztely on my Approach they 
1 ruſhed on me, like ſo many Tygers, and inſtantly 
diſarmed me. Having me thus in their Power, the 
mercileſs Villains bound me to a Tres. the 
Door; they then went into the Houſe an er- 
ed and deſtroyed every Thing there was in it, 
carry ing off what Movtablcs they could; the reſt, 
together with the Houſe, which they ſet Fire to, 
was conſumed before my Eyes. The Barbarians 
not ſatisfied with this, ſet Fire to my Barn, Stable, 
and Out-houſes, wherein were about 200 Bulhels 
of Wheat, {ix Cows, four Horſes, and five Sheep, 
which underwent the fame Fate, being all in':rely 
conſumed to Aſhes. During the Conflagration, to 
deſcribe the Thoughts, the Fears, and Miſery that 
I felt, is utterly impoſſible, as tis even now to 
mention what [I feel at the Remembrance thercof. 


Having thus finiſh'd the execrable Buſineſs, a- 
bdut which they came, one of the Monſters came 
to me with a Tomahawk* in his Hand, threaten- 
75 ; ing 


4 


* A Tomahawk, is a kind of Hatchet , made ſomething like 
our Plaifterer's Hammers, about two Feet long, Handle and all. 
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Of PETER WILLIAMSON- I3 
ing me with the worſt of Deaths if I would not 
willingly go with them, and be contented with 
their Way of Living, This I ſeemingly agreed 
to, promiſiag to do every Thing for them that lay 
in my Power; truſting to Providence for the 


Time when I might be deliver'd out of their 


Hands. Upon this they untied me, and gave me 
a great Load to carry on my Back, under which I 
trayalled all that Night with them, full of the 
moſt terrible Appreheofions, and oppreſs'd with 


the greateſt Anxiety of Mind, leſt my unhahpy*. 


Wife ſhould likewiſe have fallen a Prey to theſe 
cruel Monſters. At Day-break, my infernal Ma- 
ſter ordered me to lie down my Load, when tying 
my Hands again round a Tree with a ſmall Cord, 
the 
They then kindled a Fire near the Tree whereto 
I was bound, which fill'd me with the moſt dread- 
ful Agonies concluding I was going to be made a 
Sacrifice to their Barbarity. 


This Narrative, O Reader! may ſeem dry and 


tedious to you: My Miſeries and Misfortunes, 
great as they have been, may be confider'd only as 
what others have daily met with for Years paſt; 
yet, on Reflection, you can't helm Aulging me 


in the Recital of them : For to the Unfortunate 
and Diſtreſs'd, recounting our Mieries, is, in ſome 
Sort, an Alleyiation of them, 


permit 


—— — 


To take up the Hatchet (or Tomahawk) among them is to de- 
clare War. They generally vie it aſter firing their Guns, by 
ruſhing on their Enemies, and fracturing or cleaving their 
Sculls with it, and very ſeldom fail of killing at the firſt Blow. 


* 


2 


7 


forced the Blood out of my Fingers Ends. 
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Permit me therefore to proceed; not by recount- 
ing to you the deplorable Condition I then was in, for 
that is more than can be deſcribed to you, by one who 
thought of nothing leſs than being immediately put 
to Death in the moſt excruciating Manner theſe Devils 
could invent. The Fire being thus made, they for 
ſome Time danced round me after their Manner, with 
various odd Motions and antic Geſtures, whooping, 
hollowing, and crying, in a frightful Manner, as it is 
their Cuſtom, Having ſatisfied themſelves in this 


Sort of their Mirth, they proceeded in a more tragical 


Manner ; taking the burning Coals and Sticks, flaming 


with Fire at the Ends, holding them to my Face, 


Head, Hands, and Feet, with a deal of monſtrous 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction; and at the ſame Time 
threatening to burn me intirely, if I made the leaſt 
Noiſe or cried out: Thus tortur'd as I was, almoſt 
to Death, I ſuffered - their brutal Pleaſure without 
being allowed to vent my inexpreſſible Anguiſh 
otherwiſe than by ſhedding filent Tears ; even which, 
when thele inhuman Tormentors obſerv'd, with a 
ſhocking Pleaſure and Alacrity, they would take freſh 
Coals, and apply near my Eyes, telling me my 


Face was wet, and that they would dry it for me, 


which indeed they cruelly did. How 1 underwent 


| theſe Tortures I have here faintly deſcribed, has been 


Matter of Wonder to me many Times ; 'but God 
enabled me to wait with more than common Pati- 
ence for a Deliverance I daily pray'd for. 


Having at length ſatisfied their brutal Pleaſure, 
they ſat down round the Fire, and roaſted their 
Meat, > which they had robb'd my Dwelling. 

When 
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When they had prepared it and ſatisfied their voraci- 
ous Appetites, they offer'd ſome to me; tho' it is 
eaſily imagin'd I had but little Appetite to eat after 
the Tortures and Miſeries I had undergone ; yet, 
was I forced to ſeem pleas d with what they offer'd 
me, leſt by refuſing it, they had again reaſſum'd their 
helliſh Practices. What I could not eat, I contriv'd 
to get between the Bark and the Tree, where I was 
fix'd, they having unbound my Hands till they 
imagin'd I had cat all they gave me ; But, then, 
they again bound me as before ; in which deplorable 
Condition was I forced to continue all that Day. 
When the Sun was ſet, they put out the Fire and 
cover'd the Aſhes with Leaves, as is their uſual 
Cuſtom, that the white People might not diſcover any 
Traces or Signs of their having been there. 


Thus had theſe barbarous Wrectches finiſh'd their 
firſt diabolical Piece of Work ; and ſhocking as it 
may ſeem to the humane Engliſb Heart, yet what 
1 underwent, was but trifling, in Compariſon to the 
Torments and Miſeries which I was afterwards an 
Eye Witneſs of being inflicted on others of my un- 
happy fellow Creatures, 


Going from thence along by the River Sn{que- 
Lana for the Space of fix Miles, loaded as I was be- 
fore, we arri ved at a Spot near the Aal in Moun= 
tains, or Alus Hille, where they hid their Plunder 
under Logs of Wood. And, oh, ſhocking to relate 
from thence did theſe he!liſh Monſters proceed to a 
neighbouring Houſe, occupied by one 7 cob 3nider, 
and his unhappy Family, conſiſting of his as” _ 

| 1 
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Children, and a young Man his Servant. 'They ſoon 
got Admittance into the unfortunate Man's Houſe, 
where they immediately, without the leaſt Remorſe, 
and with more than brutal Cruelty, {ca/p'd ꝙ the 
tender Parents and the unhappy Children : Nor could 
the Tears, the Shrieks, or Cries of theſe unhappy 
Victims prevent their horrid Maſſacre : For having 
thus ſcalp'd them, and plunder'd the Houle of every 
Thing that was moveable, they ſet Fire to the ſame, 
where the poor Creatures met their final Doom amidft 
the Flames, the helliſh Miſcreants ſtanding at the 
Door, or as near the Houſe as the Flames would per- 
mit them, rejoicing , and echoing. back in their diobo- 
lical Manner, the piercing Cries, heart-rending Groans, 
and parental and affectionate Soothings, which iſſued 
from this moſt horrid Sacrifice of an innocent Family. 
Sacrifice! IL think I may properly call it, to the ag- 
grandizing the Ambition of a King, who wrongly 
ſtiles himſelf oft Chriſt ian. Hor, had theſe Sava- 
ges been never tempted with the alluring Bait of all- 
powerful Gold, myſelf as well as hundreds of others, 
might ſtill have lived moſt happily in our Stations. 
It Chriſtian Countenance, nay, hire thoſe Wretches, 

| | to 


6 Scalping, is taking off the Skin from che Top of the 
Head ; which they perform with a long Kniſe that they hang 
round their Neck, and always carry with them. They cut 
the Skin round as much of the Head as they think proper, 
ſometimes quite round from the neck and Forehead, then 
take it in their Fingers and pluck it off, and often leave the 
unhappy Creatures fo ſerv'd to die in a mo# miſerable Man- 
ner. Some who are not cut too deep in the Temples or Scull 
live in horrid Torments many Fours, and ſometimes a Day 
or two after, The Scalps, or Skins thus taken off, they pre- 
ſerve and carry home in Triumph, where they receive, as '5 
laid before, a conſiderable Sym tor every one. | 
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to live in a continual Repetition of Plunder, Rapine, 
Murder, and Conflagration, in vain, are Miſſionaries 
ſent, or Sums expended for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel. But, theſe Sentiments, with many others, 
muſt before the End of this N arrative occur to every 
humane Heart. Therefore to proceed; Not con- 
tented with what theſe Infernals had already done, 
they ſtill continued their inordinate Villainy, in mak- 
ing a general Conflagration of the Barn and Stables, 
together, with all the Corn, Horſes, Cows, and every 
Thing on the Place. 


Thinking the young Man belonging to this un- 
happy Family, would be of ſome Service to them, 
in carrying Part of their helliſh-acquir'd Plunder, 
they ſpared his Life, and loaded him and myſelf ] 
with what they had here got, and again marched” 
to the Blue-Hills where, they ſtowed their Good's 
as before. My tellow Sufferer could not long bear 
the cruel Treatment which we were both obliged 
to ſuffer, and complaining b:tterly to me, of his 
being unable to proceed any tarther, I endeavour'd 
to conſole him, as much as lay in my Power, to bear 
up under his Afflictions and wait with Patience, 'till 
by the Divine Aſſiſtance, we ſhould be delivered 
out of their Clutches; but all in vain, for he ſtill 
continued his Moans and Tears, which one of the 
Savages perceiving, as we travell'd on, inſtantly 
came up to us, and with his Tomahaws, gave him 
a Blow on the Head, which fell'd the unhappy 
Youth to the Ground, where they immediately 


ſealp'd and left him. The Suddoaneis of this 


Murder, ock d me to that degree, that I was in a 
* | Manner 
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Manner like a Statue, being quite motionleſs, 
expecting my Fate would ſoon be the ſame : How- 
ever, recovering my diſtracted Thoughts, I diſſem- 
bled the Uncaſineſs and Anguiſh which J felt as 
well as I could from the, Barbarians:; but till, 
ſuch was the Terior I was under. that for ſome Time 

I fearce knew the Days of the Week, or what I 
did ; : fo that at this Period, Life did, indeed become 


2 Burthen to me, and [ regretted my being l 


from my firſt Perſecutors, the Sailors. 


The horrid Fact be ing cofnpleated, they kept 
on their Courſe near the Myquntains, where they 
lay skulking four or five Days, rejoicing at the 
Plunder and Store they had get, When Pro viſi- 
ons became ſcarce, they m:de their Way towards 
Suſquehana ; w here, {till to add to the many Barba- 
Tities they had already committed, paſſing. near ano- 
ther Houte, inhabited by an unhappy old Man, 
whoſe Name was John Adams, with his Wife and 
tour ſmall Children; and meeting with no Refiſ- 
tance, they immediately ſcalp d the unhappy Wife 
and her four Children, before the good old Man's 
Eyes. Inhuman and horrid as this was ! it did not 
ſatiate them; for when they had murder'd the poor 
Woman, they acted with her in tuch a brutal Man- 
ner, as Decency, or the Remembrapce of the Crime, 
will not permit me to mention; and this even, be- 


fore the unhappy Husband ; who, not being able 
to avoid the Sight, and incapable of affording her 
the leaſt Relief, in treated them to put an End to 
his miſerable Being; but they were as deaf, and 
regardleſs to the Tears, Prayers, and Intreaties, of 
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this venerable Sufferer, as they had been to thoſe 


of the others, and proceeded in their helliſh Pur- 
poſe of burning and deſtroying his Houfe, Barn, 
Corn, Hay, Cattle, and-every Thing the poor Man 
a few Hours before was Maſter of. Having ſaved 
what they thought proper from the Flames, they 
gave the old Man, feeble, weak, and in the miſe- 
rable Condition he then was, as well as myſelf, 
Burthens to carry, and loading themſelves likewiſe 
with Bread and Meat, purſued their Journey on 


they lay for eight or nine Days, ſometimes diver- 
ting themſelves,” in exerciſing the moſt atrocious 
and barbarous Cruelties on their unhappy Victim, 
the old Man: Sometimes they would ſtrip him na- „ 
ked, and paint him all over with various forts of 7 4 
Colours, which they extracted, or made from Herbs 1 i 
and Roots: At other Times they'd pluck the white 
Hairs from his venerable Head, . and tauntingly 
tell him, He was a lool for living ſo long, aux A 
that they ſhould fhew him Kindneſs in putting him” 
our of the World ; to all which, the poor Creature 
could not vent his Sighs, his Tears, his Moans, 
and Intreat ies, that to my affrighted Immagination, * 
were enough to penetrate a Heart of Adamant, 
and ſofen the moſt obdurate Savage. In vain, alas! 
were all his Tears, for daily, did they tire them- 
ſelves with the various Means they tried to tor- 
ment him; ſometimes tying him to a Tree, ar.d 
whipping him, at others, ſcorching his furrow'd 
Checks, with red-hct Coals, and burning his Legs, all 
quite to the Knees: But the good old Man in- 
ſtead of repining, or wickedly arraigning the Di» 
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vine Juſtice, like many others, in ſuch Caſes ; even 
in the greateſt Agonies, inceſſantly offer'd up his 
Prayers to the Almighty, with the moſt fervent 
Thankſgivings for his former Mercies, and hoping 
the Flames, then ſurrounding and burning his aged 
Limbs, would ſoon ſend him to the bliſstul Manſi- 
ons of the Juſt, to be a Partaker of the Bleſſings 
there. And, during ſuch his pious Ejaculations, 
his infernal Plagues weuld come round him, mi- 
micking his heart-rending Groans, and piteous 
Wailings. One Night atter he had been thus tor- 
mented, whilſt he and I were fitting together, con- 
doling each other at the Misfortunes and Miſeries 
we daily ſuffered, twenty-five other Indians ar- 
rived, bringing with them twenty Scalps and three 
Priſoners who had unhappily fallen into their 
Hands in Cannocojigge, a {mail Town near the Ri- 
ver Suſquchauna, chiefly inhabited by the 1r:/h. 
Theſe Priſoners: gave us ſome ſhocking Accounts 
pf the Murders and Devaſtations committed in 
The various and complicated Actions 
of thete Barbarians would intirely fill a large Vo- 
lume; but what J have already written, with a few 
other Inſtances which I ſhall ſelect from their In- 


formation, will enable the Reader to gueſs at the 


worrid Ireatment the Eugliſb. and Iudiaus, in 
their intereſt, have ſuffered for many Years paſt. 
J ſhall therefore only mention in a brief Manner 


thole that ſuffer'd ura the lame Time with wy. 


{ct This Party, who now Joain'd us, had it not, 


| found, in their Power, to begin their Wicked- 
& #1::15 as {oon as thof: who viſited my Habitation ; 


the fiſt of their Tragedies being on the 251th Day 
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of October, 17 54, ahi 7ohn Lewis, with his Wife, 
and three ſmall Children, fell Sacrifices to their 
Cruelty, and where miſerably ſcalp'd and murder'd; 
his Houſe, Barn, and every Thing ke poſſeſſed, 
being burnt and deſtroyed. On the 28th, Jacob 
Miller, with his Wife, and fix of his Family, to- 
gether, with every Thing on his Plantation, under- 
went the ſame Fate. The zoth The Haute, Mill, 
Barn, twenty Head of Cattle, two Teems of Horſes 
and every Thing belonging to the unhappy George 
Folke, met with the like Treatment, Himſelf, 
Wife, and all his miſerable Family, conſiſting of 
nine in Number, being inhumaiily ſcalpꝰ d. then cut 
in Pieces, and given to the Swine, which devout'd 
them, LI ſhall give another Inftance of the num- 
berleſs and unheard-of Barbarities they related of 
theſe Savages, and proceed to their own tragical 
End. In ſhort; one of the ſubſtantia! Traders, 
belonging to the Province, having Buſineſs that 
call'd him ſome Miles up the Country, fell into 
the Hands of theſe Devils, who not only ſcalp'd 
him, but immediately roaſted him, betore he was 
dead; then like Canals, for want of other Hood, 
eat his whole Body, and of his Head, made what 
they call'd an Indian Pudding. 


From theſe few Inſtances of ſavage Cruelty, the 
deplorable Situation of the defencelcis Inhab! tants, 


and what they hourly ſuffer'd in that Part of the 


Globe, muſt ſtrike the utmoſt Horror to a human 
Soul and cauſe in every Breaſt the utmoſt Deteſ- 
tation, not only, againſt the Anthors of ſuch rragic*: 
Scenes, but ogainft thoſe, who thro' Perfidy Inat- 

teution 
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tention, or puſillanimcus and erroneous Principles, 
juffered theſe Savages at firſt, unrepelt'd, or even 
unmoleſted, to commit ſuch Outrages and incredi- 
ble Depredations and Murders. For no Torments 
no Barbarities that can be exercis'd on the human 
Sacrifices, they get into their Power are left untried 
or omitted 


The three Priſoners that were brought with theſe 
additional Forces, conſtantly repining at their Lot, 
and almoſt dead with their exceſſive hard Treatment, 
contrived at laſt to make their Eſcape ; but being 
far from their own Settlements, and not knowing 


the Country, were ſoon after met by ſome others of 


the Tribes, or Nations at War with us, and brought 
back to their diabolical Maſters, who greatly 
rejoiced at having them again in their infernal 
Power. The poor Creatures, almoſt famiſhed for 
want of Subſtenance, having had . none during the 
Time of their Elopement : 
Clutches of the Barbarians, two of them were tied 
to a Tree, and a great Fire made round them, where 
they remained *till they were terrible ſcorch'd and 
burnt ; when one of the Villians with his ſcalping 
Knife, ript open their Bellies, took out their Entrails, 
and burnt them before their Eyes, whilſt the others 
were cutting, piercing, and tearing the Fleſh from 
their Breaſts, Hands, Arms, and Legs, with red-hot 
Irons, till they were dead. The third unhappy 


Victim, was reſerved a few. Hours longer, to be, if 


poſſible, ſacrificed in a more cruel Manner; his 
Arms were tied cloſe to his Body, and a Hole being 
dug, decp enough for him to ſtand upright, he was 
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es, || put therein, and Earth ram'd, and beat in, all round 
en his Body up to his Neck, fo that his Head only 
di- appear d above Ground; they then ſca/p'd him, 
It's and there let him remain for-three or four Hours, 
an in the greateſt Agonies; after which they made a 
ed ſmall Fire near his Head, cauſing him to ſuffer the 
moſt excruciating Torments immaginable ; whilſt the 
poor Creature could only cry for Mercy in killing 
eſe him immediately, for his Brains were boiling in his 
ot, Head: Inexorable to all his Plaints, they continued 
nt, the Fire, whilſt ſhocking to behold ! his Eyes guſh'd 1 
ng out of their Sockets; and ſuch agonizing 'Torments | 
ng did the unhappy Creature ſuffer for near two Hours, 4 
of till he was quite dead! They then cut off his Head, 1 
rht and buried it with the other Bodies ; my Task being | 
tly to dig the Graves, which feeble and terrified as I was, 1 
nal the Dread of ſuffering the ſame Fate enabled me to 
for do. I ſhall not here take up the Reader's Time, in 
the vainly attempting to deſcribe what I felt on ſuch an 
the £Þ Occaſion, but continue my Narrative, as more equal 
ted to my Abilities. N 
ere 1 | 
nd A great Snow now falling, the Barbarians were a 
mg little fearful, left the white People ſhould by their 
ils, T r:ces, find out their skulking Retreats, which ob- 
ICIS liged them to make the beſt of their Way to their 
om Wiater-Quarters, about 200 Mites farther from any 
hot | Plantations or Inhabitants 3; where, after a logg 
PY and tedious Journey, being almoſt. ſtarved. J arri- 
„ ik ved with this infernal Crew. The Place where we 
his were to reſt, in their Tongue, is called. Alamiſgo. 
ing | There I found a Number of MH :2wams, * full of 
1 * IVigwams, are the Names they give their Hou'cs, which 


are no more than little Huts, made, v ith thice cr fut fork'g * ® 5 
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their Women and Children. Dancing, ſinging, and 
ſhooting, were their general Amuſements ; and in 
all their Feſtivals and Dances, they relate what 
Succeſſes they have had, and what Damages they 
have ſuſtained in their Expeditions : In which I 
became Part of their Theme. The Severity of 
the Cold increaſing, they ſtript me of my C!oaths 
for their own Uſe, and gave me ſuch as they 
uſually wore the mſelves, being a Piece ot Blanket, 
a Pair of Mogganes, or Shoes, with a Yard of 
coarſe Cloth, to put round me inſtead of Breeches, 
To deſcribe their Dreſs and Manner of living may 
not be altogether unacceptable to ſome of my Rea» 
ders, but as the Size of this Book will not permit 


me to be ſo particular as I — other wile be, I 
ſhall juſt obſerve. 


That they in general, wear a white Blanket, 
which in War-time they paint with various Fi- 
gures; but particularly the Leaves of Trees, in 
order to deceive their Enemies when in the Woods. 
Their Mogganes are made of Deer Skins, and the 
beſt Sort have them bound round the Edges with 
little Beads and Ribbands. On their Legs they 
wear Pieces of blue Cloth for Stockings, ſomething 
like our Soldiers Spatter-daſhes; they reach higher 
than their Knees, but not lower than their Ancles; 
they eſteem them eaſy to run in. Breeches they 
never wear, but inſtead thereof, two Pieces of Lin- 
en, one before and another behind. The better 
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Stakes drove into the Ground, and cover'd with Deer or other 
Skins ; or for want of them v ith large Leaves and Earth, 
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Sort have Shirts of the fineſt Linen they can get, 
and to thoſe ſome were Ruffles; but theſe they 
never put on till they have painted them of vari- 


ons Colours, which they get from the Pecone 


Root, and Burk of Trees, and never pull them off 
to waſh, but wear them, till they fall in Pieces, 
They are very proud, and take great delight in 
wearing Trinkets; ſuch as Silver Plates round 
their Wriſts and Necks, with ſeveral Strings of 
WWampum (which is made of Cotton, interwove 
with Pebbles, Ccockle-Shells, Sc.) down to theit 
Breaſts; and from their Ears and Noſes they have 
Rings and Beads, which hang dangling an Inch or 
two. The Men have no Beards, to prevent which, 
they uſe certain Inſtruments and Tricks as ſoon as 
it begins to grow. The Hair of their Heads is 
managed differently, me pluck out and deſtroy 


all, except a Lock hanging from the Crown of the 


Head, which they interweave with Wampum and 
Feathers of various Colours The Women wear 


it very long, twiſted down their Backs, with 


Beads, Feathers, and Wampum; and on their 


Heads moſt of them wear little Coronets of Braſs 


or Copper; rouad their Middle they wear a Biank- 
et inſtead of a Petticoat. The Females are very 
chaſte and conſtant to their Husbands; and if any 
yound Maiden ſhould happen to have a Child be- 
fore Marriage, ſhe is never eſteemed afterwards. 
As for their Food, they get it chiefly by hunting 
and ſhooting, and boil, broil, or roaſt all the Meat 
they eat. Their Standing-diſh conſiſts of Indian 


Corn ſoak'd, then bruis'd and boil'd over 4 gentle 


Fire, for ten or twelye Hours, Their Bread is 


E likewiſe ,;- x 
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likewiſe made of this, wild Oats or Sun-flower 
Seeds. Set Meals they never regard, but eat 
when they are hungry. Their Gun, Tomahawk, 
ſcalping Knife, Powder and Shot, are all they have 
to carry with them in Time of War; Bows and 
Arrows being ſeldom uſed by them. They gene— 
rally in War decline open Engagements; Buſh- 
fighting or skulking is their Diſcipline; and they 
are brave when engaged, having great Fortitude 
in enduring Tortures and Death. No People have 
a greater Love of Liberty, or Affection to their 
Relations ; but they are the moſt implacably vin- 
dictive People upon the Earth, for they revenge 
the Death of any Relation, or great Aﬀeont, when, 
ever Occaſion preſents, let the Diſtance of Time or 
Place be never ſo remote: To all which I may 
add, what the Reader has already obſerved, that 
they are inhumanly cruel. But, ſome other Nati- 
ons might be more happy, if, in ſome Inſtances, 
they copied them, and made wiſe Cunduct, Courage, 
aud perſonal Strength, the chicf Recommendations 
for War-Captains, or Werowances, as they call 
them. In Times of Peace, they viſit the Planta- 
tions inhabited by the Whites, to whom, they ſell 
Baskets, Ladles, Spcons, and other ſuch Trifles, 
which they are very expert in making. When 
Night comes, if admitted into any Houſe, they 
beg Leave to lie down by the Fire- ſide, chuſing 
that Place rather than any other, which is ſeldom 
re faied them, if ſober, for then they are honeſt ; 
but ii drunk, are very dangerous and troubleſome, 
if People enough are not in the Houſe to quell 
them. Nor would they at any Times be guilty 

of 


of ſuch 
thoſe 

therto 
fond o 
which 
not be 
than b 
in thoſ 
inordir 
ſavour 
kill'd | 
Murde 
encour 
themſ 
humar 
Howe 
Chicar 
olten 
to allo 
right! 
carry 

India 
ſome, 
and d. 
their 

on the 
and ce 
ing, a 
dren: 
ſober, 
allow 
phane 
Lang 
the 2 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 27 £ 


of ſuch barbarous Depredations as they are, did not 
thoſe calling . themſelves Chriſtians, intice them 
therto with ſtrong Liquors, which they are vaſtly 
fond of; as well as by the pecuniary Rewards 
which they give for the Scalps If Ambition can- 
not be gratified, or Superiority obtained, otherwiſe 
than by the Deaths of Thouſands; would it not, 
in thoſe who ſeek ſuch airy Phantoms, and are ſo 
inordinately fond of their fellow Creatures Lives, 
ſavour a little more of Humanity, to have them 
kill'd inſtantly, and, (if they muſt have Proofs of 
Murder) ſcalp'd afterwards ? than by allowing and 
encouraging ſuch mercilels Treatment, render 
themſelves as obnoxious, cruel, and barbarous, to a 
human Mind, as the very Savages themſelves. 
However, they ſometimes ſuffer by their Plots and 
Chicanery lain for the Deſtruction of others ; it 
olten happening. that the Traders or Emiſſaries tent 
to allure them to the Execution of their Schemes, 
rightly fall Victims themſelves ; for, as they always 
carry with them Horſc-loads of Rum, which the 


Indians are fond of, they ſoon get drunk, quarrel- 


ſome, and wicked, and, in their Fury, often kill 
and deſt roy their Tempters. A juſt Reward for 
their wicked Deſigns! Nay, it has ſuch an Effect 
on them, that when ſo intoxicated, they even burn 
and conſume all their own Effects, beating, wound- 
ing, and ſometimes killing their Wives and Chil- 


dren: But, in Diſputes among themſelves when 


ſober, they are very tenacious of Decorum, never 
allowing more than one to ſpeak at a Time, Pro- 


phane Swearing they know not in their own. 


Language how to expreſs, but are very fond of 
the French and Engliſh Oaths. 
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The old People, who are by Age and Infirmi- 
ties render'd incapable of being ſerviceable to the 
Community, they put out of the World in a bar- 
barous and extraordinary Manner; an Inſtance of 

which, 1 had, whilſt among them an Opportuity of 
ſceing practiced on an old Indian He being. thro' 
Age, feebie and Weak, and his Eyes failing him, 
ſo that he was unable to get his Living either by 
hunting or ſhooting ; he was ſummon'd to appear 
before ſeveral of the Leading-ones, who were to 
be his Judges. Before whom being come, and 
having nothing to ſay for himſelf, (as how indeed 
could he prove himſelf to be young,) they very 
formally, and with a ſeeming Degree of Compaſſi- 
on, palis'd Sentence on him to. he put to Death. 
This was ſoon after executed on him in the follow- 
ing Manner: He was tied naked to a Tree, and a 
Boy who was to be his Executioner, ſtood ready 
with za Tomahawk in his Hands, to beat his Brains 
out: But when the young Monſter came to inffict 
the Sentence, he was ſo ſhort of Stature that he 
could not lift the Tomahawk high enough; upon 
which, he was held up by ſome others, (a great 
Concourie being pretent;) and then, tho' the 
young Devil laid on with all his Strength, he was 
not for ſome time able to fracture the old Man's 
Scu!}, ſo that it was near an Hour before he was 
dead Thus are they from their Youth inut'd 
to Barbarity ! 

When they found no Remains of Life in him, 
they put him into a Hole dug in the Ground for that 
Purpoſe, in which he Rood upright. Into his leſt 
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Horn and Shot-Bag about his Shoulders, and a String, 
of Wampum 2 0 his Neck; and into his right 
Hand, a little Silk Purſe with a Bit of Money in it ; 
then filed the Hole round, and cover'd him over w ith 
E rth. This I found to be the uſual Manner of 
treating the old of both Sexes ; only that the Women 
are kill'd by young Girls, and put into the Ground 
with nothing but a Ladle in one Hand, and a wood- 
en Diſh in the other. 


They are very ſtrict in puniſhing Offender, eſ- 
pecially tuch as commit Crimes againſt any of the 
Royal Familes. They never hang any ; but theſe 
ſentenced to Death are generally bound to a Stake, 
and a great Fire made round them ; but not ſo near 
as to burn them immediately, for they ſometimes r- 
main roaſting in the middle of the Flames for two of 
three Days before they are dead. 


After this long Digreſſion, it is time to return to 
the Detail of my own Affair. At Alamingo was 
J kept near two Months, till the Snow was off the 
Ground. A long Time to be amongft ſuch Crea- 
tures, and naked as I almoſt was! Whatever 
Thoughts I might have of making my Eſcape, to 
carry tkem into "Execution was i mpracticable, being 
ſo far from any Plantations or White-People, and the 
ſevere Weather rendering my Limbs in a manner 
quite ſtiff and motionleſs : However, I contrived to 
defend myſelf againſt the Inclemency of the Weather 
as well as I could, by making myſelf a little Wig- 
wam, with the Ba rk of the Trees, covering the ſame 
with Earth, which made it reſemble a Cave: And 
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to prevent the ill effects of the cold which penetra- 
ted into it, L was forc'd to keep a good Fire always 
near the Door. 


„ 


Thus did I for near two Months endure ſuch 
Hardſhips of cold and Hunger as had hitherta been 
unknown to me. My Liberty of going about, was, 
indeed, mare than I could have expected, but they 
well knew the Impracticability of my eloping from 
them. Seeing me outwardly eaſy and ſubmiſive, they 
would ſometimes give me a little Meat but my chief 
Food was Inaian-Corn, dreſs'd as I have above de- 
ſcribed. Notwithſtanding ſuch their Civility, the 
Time paſs d fo tediouſly on, that I almoſt began to de- 
ſpair of ever regaining my Liberty, or ſeeing my few 
Relations again; which, with the Anxiety and Pain 


I ſuffer'd on account of my dear Wife, often gave me 


inexpreſſible Concern. 


At length the Time arriv'd, when they were pre- 
paring themſelves for another Expedition againſt the 
Planters and White-People ; but before they ſet out, 
they were join'd by many other Indians from Fort 
Du 9neſne, well ſtor'd with Powder and Ball they 
had receiv'd of the French. 


As ſoon as the Snow was quite gone, and no 
Traces of their vile Footſteps could be pcrceiv'd, they 
{et forth on their 
the Province of Perſy/vanta ; all leaving their Wives 
and Children behind in their Wigwams. They were 
now a terrible and formidable Body, amounting to near 
150. My Duty was to carry what they thought 
proper to load me with, but they neyer intruſted me 
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with a Gun. We marched on ſeveral Days without 
any Thing particular occurring, almoſt famiſh'd for 
want of Proviſions ; for my Parr, I had nothing but a 
few Stalks of Indian-Corn, which I was glad to eat 
dry: Nor, did the Indians themſelves fare much bet- 
ter, for as we drew near the Plantations they were a- 
fraid to kill any Game, leſt the Noiſe of their Guns 
ſhould alarm the Inhabitants. 


When we again arrived at the Blue Hills, about 
zo Miles from Connocoztege, the Iriſb Settlement be- 
fore-mentioned, we encamp'd for three Days, tho 
God knows we had neither Tents, nor any Thing 
elſe to defend us from the Inclemency of the Air, 
having nothing to lie on by Night but the Graſs. 
Their uſual Method ot lodging, pitching, or encamp- 
ing, by Night, being in Parcels of ten or twelve Men 
to a Fire, where they lie upon the Graſs or Buſh, 
wrapt up in a Blanket, with their Feet to the Fire. 


During our Stay here, a ſort of Council of War 
was held, when it was agreed to divide themſelves into 
Compa mics of about twenty Men each ; after which 
every Captain marched with his Party where he 
* proper. I ſtill belonged to my old Maſters, 
but was leſt behind on the Mountains with ten Iudians, 
to ſtay *till the reſt ſhould return; not thinking it 
proper to carry me nearer to Ca#unuco/gge, or the 
other Plantations. 


Here, being left, T began to meditate on my FW 
and tho I knew the Country round extremely well, 
having been often the reabouts, with my Companions 

hunt- 
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hunting Deer, and other Beaſts ; yet, was I, very 
cautious of giving the leaſt Suſpicions of ſuch my 
Intentions. However, the third Day after the grand 
Body left us, my Companions, or Keepers, thought 
proper to viſit the Mountains, in fearch of Game for 
their Subſiſtance, leaving me bound in ſuch a Manner 
that I could not eſcape: At Night when they return- 
ed, having unbound me, we al! fat down together to 
Supper on two Pole Cats, they being what they had 
Killed, and ſoon after (being greatly fatigued, with 
their Day's Excurſion) they compoſed themſelves to 
Reſt, as uſual. Obſerving them to be in that ſomni- 
ferous State, I tried various Ways to ſee whether it was 
a Scheme to prove my Intentions or not, but after ma- 
king a Noiſe and walking about, ſometimes touching 
them with my Feet, I found there was no Fallacy, 
My Heart then exulted with Joy at ſeeing a Time 
come that I might in all probability be delivered from 
my Captivity : But this Joy was ſoon damp'd by the 
Dread of being diſcovered by them, or taken by any 
ſtragling Parties. To prevent which, I reſolved, 1 
poſlible, to get one of their Guus, and if Diſcovered, 
to die in my Defence, rather than be taken: For that 
Purpoſe, I made various Efforts to get one from un- 
der their Heads, (where they always ſecured then,) 
but in vain. Fruſtrated in this my firſt Eſſay to- 
wards regaining my Liberty, I dreaded the Thoughts 
of carrying my Deſign into Execution: Yet, ater 4 
little Conſideration, and truſting myſelf ro the Divine 
Protection, 1 ſet forwards naked and cevncoluls 1s | 
was. A raſh and dangerous Enterprize! Such ws 
my Terror however, that in going from then, U hall 
ted, and paus'd every four or fiye Lards, ing (eo 
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fully towards the Spot where I had leſt them, leſt 

they ſhould awake and miſs me; but when I was 

200 Yards from them, I mended. my Pace and made 

as much haſte as l poſſibly could to the Foot of tac 

Mountains; when on a ſudden I. was ſtruck with the 

greateſt Terror and Amaze, at hearing the Wood-cry, 

as tis call'd, and may be expreſſed Jo. hau ! Jo=hau ! 

which the Savages I had left were making, accom pa- 
nied with the moſt hideous Cries and Howlings they 
could utter. The bellowing of Lyons, the Shrieks 
ot Hyænas, or the roaring of Tygers, would have- 
been Muſic to my Ears, in Compariſon to the Sounds 
that then ſaluted them. They having now miſſed their 
Charge, I concluded that they would ſoon ſeparate 
themſelves and hie in Queſt of me. The more my 
Terror increaſcd the faſter did I puſh on, and ſcarce 
knowing where I trod, drove thro' the Woods with 
the utmoſt Precipitation, ſometimes falling and bruiſing 
myſelf, cutting my Feet and Legs againſt the Stones, 

in a miſerable Manner ; but tho' faint and maim d as 
I was, I continued my F light 'till Break of Day, when 
without having any Thing to Þiftain Nature, but a 
little Corn left, 1 crept into a hollow Tree, in which 
1 lay very ſnug, and returned my Prayers and Thanks 
to the Divine Being, that had thus far favour'd my 
Eſcape. . But my Repoſe was in a ſew Hours deſtroy- 
ed, at hearing the Voices of the Savages near the Place 
where I was hid, threatning and talking how they 
would uſe me, if they got me again; that I was be- 
fore too ſenſible of, to have the 0 Reſt, either in 
Body or Mind ſince Thad left them. Howes er, they 
at laſt left the Spot, where [ — them, and I re- 
mained in my circular Aſylum all that Pay without 
ſurther Moleſtation. F . AF 
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At Night, J ventured forwards again, frighten'd, 
and i at every Buſh I paſs'd, thinking each 
Twig that touch'd me to be a Savage. The third 
Day I concealed myſelf in the like Manner, and at 
Night I travelled on in the fame deplorable Ce ndirion 
keeping off the main Road, uſed by the Ian,, as 
much as poſlible, which made my Journey many 
| Miles longer, and more painful and irkſome than! 
can exprets. But how ſhall J deſcribe the Fear, Tei- 
or, and Shock, that I felt on the fourth Night, when, 
by the ruſtling I made among the Leaves, a Party of 
Indians, that lay round a ſmall Fire, which 1 did not 
perceive, ſtarted from the Ground, and ſeizing their 
Arms, run from the Fire, amongſt the Woods. Whe- 
ther to move forward, or reſt where I was, I knew 
not, ſo diſtracted was my Imagination. In this melan- 
choly State, revolving in my Thoughts the now in- 
evitable Fate I thought waited on me, to my great 
Conſternation and Joy, I was relieved by a Parcel of 
Swine that made towards the Place I guels'd the Sava- 
ges to be; who on ſeeing the Hogs, conjectur'd that 
their Alarm had been occaſion'd by them, and very 
merrily rerurn'd to the Fire and lay down to ſleep, as 
before. As ſoon as I perceiv'd my Enemies ſodiſpos'd 
of with more cautious Step and filent Tread, I pur- 
ſued my Courſe, ſweating (tho' Winter, and ſeverely 
cold) with the Fear I had been juſt relieved from. 
Bruis'd, cut, mangled, and terrified as 1 was, I ftill, 
thro the Divine Aſſiſtance, was enabled to purſue 
my Journey till Break of Day, when thinking my- 


{elf far off from any of theſe Miſcreants I ſo much 
dreaded, I lay down under a great Log, and ſlept un- 
diſturbed, till about Noon, when getting up, I reach'd 
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the Summit of a great Hill, with ſome Difficulty, and 
looking out if I could ſpy any Habitations of white 
People, to my unutterable Joy I ſaw tome which I 
gueſſed to be about ten Miles diſtance. 


This Pl:aſure was in ſome Meaſure abated, by 
not being able to get among them that Night. 
Thecetore, when Evening approached, I again re- 
commended my lelf to the Almighty, and compos'd 
my wearied mangled Limbs to Reſt, In the Mor- 
ning, as ſoon as 1 awoke, I continued my Journey 
towards the neareſt clear'd Lands, I had ſeen the 
Day before, and about four o'Clock in the Aſter- 
noon, arrived at the Houſe of John Bell, an old 
Acquaintance, where, knocking at the Door, his 
Wite, who opened it, ſeeing me in ſuch a frightful 
Condition, flew from me like Lightning, ſcream- 
iog into the Houſe. This alarm'd the whole Fa- 
mily, who. immediately fled to their Arms, and I 
was ſoon accoſted by the Maſter with his Gun in 
his Hand. But on my aſſuring him of my Inno- 
cence, as to any wicked Intentions, and Waking 
myſelf known, (for he before took me to*be an 
Indian) he immediately careſs'd me, as did al} his 
Family, with a deal of Friendſhip at finding me 
alive; they having all been informed of my being 
murdered by the Savages ſome Months before. 
No longer now able to ſupport my fatigued and 
worn out Spirits, I fainted and fell to the Ground, 
From which State having recovered me, and per- 
eeiving the weak and fainiſh'd Condition I then 
was in, they ſoon gave me ſome Refreſhment, but 
let me partake of it very ſparingly; fcering the ill 


Fi Effects 
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Effects, too much at once would have on me. The 

for two Days and Nights very affectionately ſupplis 
ed me with all Neceſſaries, and carefully attended 
me *till my Spirits and Limbs were pretty well re- 
cruited, and I thought myſelf able to ride, when I 
borrowed of theſe good People (whole Kindneſs 


merits my moſt grateful Returns) a Horſe and ſome 


Cloaths, and ſet forward for my Father in-'aw's 
Houſe in Chefter County, about 140 Miles from 
thence, where I arrived on the 4th Day of Janu- 
Ar, 1755, but ſcarce one of the Family could credit 
their Eyes, believing with the People I had lately 
left, that I had fallen a Prey to the Iuaiaus. 


Great was the Joy and Satisfaction wherewith I 
was reccived and embraced by the whole Family ; 
but oh, what was my Angu'ſh and Trouble, when 
on inquiring for my dear Wife, I found ſhe had 
been dead two Months! This fatal News. as every 
humane Reader muſt imagine, greatly leſſened the 
Joy and Rapture I otherwiſe ſhould have felt at 
my Daſiverance from the dreadſul State and Ccm- 
pany Thad been in. 


The News of my happy Arrival at my Father- 
in-law's Houſe, after ſo lang and ſtrange an Ab- 


ſence, was ſoon ſpread round the neighbouring 
Plantations by the Country People who continually , 


viſited me, being very gcfirous of Hearing, and 
eagerly inquiring an Account: of my Treatment, 
and Manner of living among the Indians. In all 
which J ſatisfied them Soon'after this, my Ar- 
rival, I was ſent for by his Rxcellency Mr Morris, 
| N the 
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the Governor, who examined me very particularly, 
as to all Incidents relating to my Captivity and, 
eſpecially, in regard to the Indiaus, who had firſt 
taken me away, whether they were French or Eug- 
liſh Parties ? J aſſur'd his Excellency, they were of 
thoſe, who profeſs'd themſelves to be Friends of 
the latter; and informed him of the many barba- 
rous and inhuman Actions, I had been Witneſs to 
among them, on the Frontiers of the Province; and 
alſo, that they were daily increaſing by others of 
our pretended Friends joining them; that they 


were all well ſupplied by the French with Arms 


and Ammunition, and greatly encouraged, by them 
in their continual Excurſions and Barbarities, not 
only, in having extraordinary Premiums for ſuch 
Scalps as they ſhould take and-carry home with 
them at their Return, but great Preſents of all 
Kinds, beſides Rum, Powder, Ball, &c. before they 
{allied forth. Having fatisfied his Excellency in 
fuch Particulars as he requeſted, the lame being 
put into writing, I ſwore to the Contents thereof ; 


as may be ſeen, by thoſe who doubt of my Vera- 


city, in the public Papers of that Time, as well 
in England as in Philadelphia, Having done 
with me Mr. Morris gave me three Guineas, and 
ſent the Affidavit to the Aſſembly who were then 
ſitting in the State-houſe at Philadelphia, conelu- 


ding on proper Meaſures to check tht Depreda» 
tions of the Savages, and put a ſtop to the barba- 
tous Hoſtilities of the deſtreſſed Inhabitants, who 


daily ſuffe red Death in a moſt deplorable Condition; 


beſides being obliged to abicond their Plantations, 


and the Country being Lift deſtitute for ſeveral 
| hur.dred 
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hundred Miles on the Frontiers, and the poor Suf- 
ferers could have no Relief, by reaſon of the Diſputes 
between the Governor and the Aſſembly. The 
former was led by the Inſtructions of the Proprie- 
tor, which was entirely againſt the Intereſt of the 
Province, ſo that it cauſed great Confuſion among 
the People to ſee the Country fo deſtroyed, and no 
Preparations making for its defence. 
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However, on receiving this intelligence from his 
Excellency, they immediately ſent for me, When 
L arrived, I was conducted into the Lower-houſe, 
where the Aſſembly than ſat, and was there inter- 
Tcgated by the Speaker, very particularly as to all 
I had before given the Governor an Account of; 
this my firſt Fxamination laſted three Hours. The 
next Day, I underwent a Second, for about an Hour 
and a Half, when I was courteouſly diſmiſſed, with 
a Promiſe (never thought on afterwards) that all 
proper Methods ſhould be taken, not only to ac- 
commodate and reimburſe all thoſe who had ſuf⸗- 
fered by the Savages; but to prevent them from 
committing the like Hoſtilities for the future. 
How well the latter Part of their Promiſe has been 
completed, the whole World are as ſenſible of, as 
I am of the Non- performance ot the former. 


Now return'd, and once more at Liberty to pur- 
ſue my own Inclinations, I was perſuaded by my 
Father-in-Law and Friends to follow ſome Em- 
ployment or other; but the Plantation, from 
whence I was taken, tho' an exceeding good one, 
could not tempt me to ſettle on it again, What 
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my Fate would have been it I had, may eaſily be 
conceived. And there being at this rime (as the 
Aſſembly, tco late for many of us found) a Neceſ- 
ſity for raiſing Men to check thoſe Barbarians in 
their ravaging Depredations, I inliſted myſelt as 
one, with the greateſt Alacritygnd moſt determi- 
ned Reſolution, to exert the utmoſt of my Power, 
in being revenged on the helliſh Authors cf my 
Ruin. Genera! I-, a Gentleman of the Law; 
was the weak Inſtrument pitch'd upon to direct 
the Operations of War in that Part of the World; 
a Man as unfitly qualified for ſuch an Undertaking 
as ever the Legiſliture could employ A Man 
never bred or inured to the Hardlhips of War; 
and never in the leaſt acquaiated with the Arts and 
Deſigns of military Diſcipline : TruN it is, indeed, 
that he reſided and practiced Law in News- Eng- 
land tor ſome Years, and in 1741, ſucceeded Mr 
Belcher a Governor-General of New-Tork, Aaſ- 
ſachuſet's- Bay and Ne- Hampſhire; in which 
Poſt he continued 'till 1748; when, being ſtill in 
the good Graces of his firſt Patrons t home {for 
ſome Reaſons not here to be mcntion'a} he was 
ſuppoſed as being a Lawyer, to have a good deal 
of Chicane and Art in his Compotition ; He was | 
accordingly ſent to the Court of [rance, in order 
to ſettle the Boundaries of Arcaiiz, or Novas 
«0122, and at a great Charge, tho' to little Furpule 
there kept for ſome Years ; for how weak the Ar- 
tifice, Elocation and Penetration of an £»y271/h 
Lawyer, proved againſt French Perfidy ſpecious 
Promiſes, and more deep laid Stratagems that long, 
tedious, and expenſiyc Negociation, and the &ilate 

tit us 
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trous Conſequences attending the ſame, have been 
too fatally experienced by Thouſands of Europe as 
well as America. But I may perhaps, by ſome, 
be thought to venture too far out of my Sphere, 
and that the hidden Secrets of Cabinets are impre- 
vious to, and ought not to be deſcanted on, by vul- 
gar Minds. I ſhall go on therefore, with my own 
Affairs. | | 


Into a Regiment, immediately under the Com- 
mand of this experienced General, and in his Son, 
Capt. dh----y's Company, was it my Lot to be pla- 
ced for three Years. This Regiment was intended 
for the Frontiers, to deſtroy the Forts erected by 
the French, as ſoon as it ſnould be completely fur- 
niſned with Arms, &c. at Boſton in New- Eng- 
land, where it was ordered for that Purpoſe. Be- 
ing then very weak and infirm in Body, tho” poſ- 
ſeſſed of my Reſolution, it was thought adviſablc 
to leave me for two Months in Winter- quarters. At 
the End of which, being pretty well recruited in 
Strength, I ſet out for Boſton, to join the Regi- 
ment with tome others, likewiſe left behind; and 
after croſſing the River De-/a-ware, we arrived at 
News-Terſey, and from thence proceeded thro" the 
ſame by Neu-Zore, Middletowne, Mendon, in 
Connecticut to Boſton, where we arrived about the 
End of March, and found the Regiment ready to 
receive us. 


Boſton, being the Capital of New- Enzland, and 
the biggeſt City in America, except two or thiee 
on the Spaniſh Continent, I ſhall here ſubjoin a 
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Tis pleaſantly ſituated, and about four Miles in 
compaſs, at the Bottom of Ma ſſachuſet's Bay into, 
which there is but one common and ſafe Paſſage, 
and not very broad, there being ſcarce room for 
three Ships to come in a- breaſt; but once in, there's 
room for the Anchorage of 500 Sail. It's guarded 
by ſeveral Rocks, and above a Dozen Hands; the 
moſt remarkable of theſe Iſlands is Caſtle-I land, 
which ſtands about a League from the Town, and 
ſo ſituated, that no Ship of Burthen can approach 
the Town, without the Hazard of being ſhatter'd 
in Pieces by its Cannon. It's now called, Fort- 
William, and mounted with 100 Pieces of Ord- 
nance; 200 more which were given to the Province 
by Queen Anne, are placed on a Plat- form, ſo as 
to take a Ship fore and aft, before ſhe can bring 
about her Broadſides to bear againſt the Caſtle. 
Some of theſe Cannon are 42 Pounders; 500 able 
Men are exempted from all military Duty in Times 
of War, to be ready at an Hours Warning to at- 
tend the Service of the Caſtle, upon a Signal of 
the Approach of an Enemy, which there ſeems to 
be no great Danger of at Boſion; where, in 24 
Hours time, 10,000 effective Men, well arm'd, 
might be ready for their Defence. According to 
a Computation of the Collectors of the Light-honſ*, 
it appear'd that there were 24,000 Tons of Ship- 
ping clear'd annually, 


The Pier is at the Bottom of the Bay 2000 Feet 
long, and runs ſo far into the Bay, that Ships of 
the greateſt Burthen may unload without the Help 
of Boats or Lighters. 
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chief Street in the Town, which comes down to 
the Head of the Pier, is the Town-houſe, or Ex- 
change, a fine Building, containing, beſides the 
Walk for Merchants, the Council Chamber, the 
Houſe of Commons, and a ſpacious Room for the 
Courts of Juſtice. The Axchange is turrounded 
with Bookſeller's Shops that have a good Trade: 
Here being five Printing-houſes, and the Preſſes 
generally full of Work, which is in a great mea- 
ture owing to the Colleges and Schools in Nerv. 
England; whereas at New-Tork there are but 
two or three little Bookſellers Shops, and none 
at all in Virginia, Maryland, Carolina, Barbadocs, 
and the d gar Iſauds. 


The Town lies in the Form of an Half- Moon 
round the Harbour, and conſiſting of about 4000 
Houſes, muſt make an agrecable Proſpect; the 
turrounding Shore being high, the Streets long, 
and the Buildings beautiful. The Pavement is 
kept in ſo good Order, that to gallop an Horſe on 
it is 3s. 44. Forfeit. The Number of Inhabitants 
is computcd at about 24, ooo. | 


There are eight Churches, the Chief of which 
is call'd the urch of- Englard-Gburch ; beſides 
the Baptiſt Meeting, and the 2uaker's Meeting, 


The Converſation in this Town is as polite as in 
moſt cf the Cities and Towns in England. A 
Gentleman of Lon don would fancy himſelf at home 
at Bollon, when he obſerves the Number of Peo- 

ple their Furniture, their Tables, and Dreis, 
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which, perhaps, is as ſplended and ſhowy as that 
of moſt Tradeſmen in London. 


In this City, learning military Diſcipline, and 
waiting for an Opportunity of carrying our Schemes 
into Execution, we lay 'till the 1 of July; 
during all which Time great Outrages and De- 
vaſtations were committed by the Savages in the 
back Parts of the Province. One Inftance of which 
in particular I ſhall relate, as being concern'd in 
rewarding according to Deſert, the wicked Au- 
thors thereof. 


Joſeph Long, Eſq; a Gentlemen of large For- 
tune in theſe Parts, who had in his Time been 
a great Warrior among the Indians, and frequent- 
ly join'd in Expeditions with thoſe in our Intereſt 
againſt the others. His many Exploits and great 
Influence among ſeveral of the Nations were too 
well known to paſs unrevenged by the Savages a- 
gainſt whom he had exerted his Abilitics, Ac- 
cordingly in April, 1756, a Body of them came 
down on his Plantation, about 30 Miles from 
Boſton, and skulking in the Woods tor ſome Time, 
at laſt 1eiz'd an Opportunity to attack his Houte, 
in which, unhappily proving ſuccetsful, they ſcalp'd 
mangled, and cut to Pieces, the untortunate Gen- 
tleman, his Wife, and nine Servants, and then made 
a general Conflagration of his Houſes Barns, Cat- 
tle, and every Thing he poſſeſs'd. with the mangled 
Bodies ; all ſuffer'd together in one great Blaze ! 
But his more unfortunate Son and Daughter were 
made Priſoners, and carried off by them, to be 

| G 2 rclery'd. 
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re veng d on theſe execrable Monſters. 
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reſerv'd for greater Tortures. Alarm'd and terrified 
at this inhuman Butchery, the Neighbourhood 2s 
well as the People of oſfor, quickly aſſembled 
themſelves, to think of proper Meaſures to be 
Among the 
firſt of thoſe who offer d themſelves to go againſt 
the Savages, was James Crawford, Eiq; who was 
then at Boſton, and heard of this Tragedy; he was a 


'young Gentleman who had for ſome Years paid his 


Addreſſes to Miſs Long, and was in a very little 
Time to have been married to her Diſtracted, 
raving, and ſhock'd, as he was, he loſt no Time, 


but inſtantly rais'd 100 reſolute and bold young 


Fellows to go in Queſt of the Villains. As I had 
been ſo long among them, and pretty well acquain- 
ted with their Manners and Cuſtoms, and particu- 
larly their skulking Places in the Woods, I was 
recommended t him as one proper for his Expe- 


dition; he immediately applied to my Officers and 


got Liberty for me. Never did I go on any En- 
terprize with half that Alacrity and Chearfulneſs 
I now went with this Party. My Wrongs and 
Sufferings were too recent in my Memory, to tuffer 
me to heſitate a Moment in taking an Opportunity 
of being revenged to the utmoſt of my Power. 


Being quickly armed and provided, we haſtened 
iorwards for Mr Long's Plantation on the 29th, 


and after travelling the moſt remote and intricate 
Paths through the Woods, arrived there the 2d of 


May, dubious of our Succeſs, and almoſt deſpair- 
ing of meeting with the-Savages, as we had heard 
or could diſcoyer nothing of them in our March. 
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In the afternoon ſome of our Men being ſent to 


the Top of a Hill to look out for them, ſoon per- 
ceiv'd a great Smoak in a Part of the low Grounds. 
This we immediately and rightly conjectur'd to 
proceed from a Fire made by them. We accord- 
ingly put ourſelves into regular Order, and march- 
ed forwards, reſolv'd, let their Number have been 
what it might, to give them Battle, 


Arriving within a Mile of the Place, Captain 
Crawford, whoſe Anxiety and Pain made him 
quicker ſighted than any of the reſt, ſoon per- 
cciv'd them, and gueſs'd their Number to be about 
50. Upon this we halted, and ſecreted ourſelves 


as well as we could till twelve o'Clock at N ight. 


At which Time, ſuppoſing them to be at reſt, we 
divided our Men into two Diviſions, 50 in each, 
and march's on; when coming within twenty Yards 
of them, the Captain fired his Gun, which was im- 
mediately follow'd by both Diviſions in Succeſſion, 
who inſtantly ruſhing on them with Bayonets 
fix'd, kill'd every Man of them. 


Great as our Joy was, and fluſh'd with Succeſs as 
we were at this ſudden Victory, no Heart among us but 
was ready to burſt at the Sight of the unhappy youhg 
Lady. What muſt the Thoughts, Torments, and 
Senſations of our brave Captain then be, if even we, 
who knew her not, were ſo ſenſibly affected! ! For, 
oh! what Breaſt, tho' of the brutal ſavage Race we 
had juſt deftroy'd, could, without fecling the moſt 
exquiſite Grief and Pain, behold in ſuch infernal Pow- 


er, a Lady 3 ig the Bloom of Youth, bleft with every 
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Female Accompliſhment that could ſet off the moſt 
exquiſite Beauty ! Beauty, which render d her the En- 
vy of her own Sex, and the Delight of ours, enduring 
the Severity of a windy, rainy Night! Behold one 
nurtur'd in the moſt tender Manner, and by the mot 
indulgent Parents, quite naked, and in the open 
Woods, encircling with her Alabaſter Arms and 
Hands a cold rough Tree, whereto ſne was bound 
with Cords ſo ſtraitly pull'd, that the Blood trickled 
from her Fingers Ends ! Her lovely tender Bodyand 
delicate I imbs, cut, bruis'd, and - torn with Stones 
and Boughs of Trees as ſhe had been dragg'd along, 
and ali beimear'd with Blood! What Heart can 
even now, unmoved, think of her Diſtrefs, in ſuch 
a deplorabic Condition ? having no Creature with 
the leaſt Senſations of Humanity near to ſuccour or 
relieve her, or even pity or regard her flowing Tears 
and lamentable Wailings ! 


The very Remembrance of the Sight, has at this 
Inſtant ſuch an effect upon me, that L almoſt want 
Words to go on. Such then was the Condition in 
which we found this wretched Fair, but faint and 
ſpeechleſs with the Shock our firing had given her ten- 
der Frame. The Captain for a long Time could do 
nothing but gaze upon and claſp her to his Boſom, 
cry ing, raving and tearing his Hair like one bereſt of 
his Senſes; nor did he for ſome time perceive the 
lifelets Condition ſhe was in, 'till one of the Men had 
untied her lovely mangied Arms, and ſhe fell to the 
Ground. Finding among the Villain's Plunder the 
unhappy Lady's Cloaths, he gently put ſome of 


them about her; and after various Trials and much 
Time 


Time 

poſſeſſ 
fixing 
the mc 
him fo 


Dur 
were | 
ing th 
to hay 
that 
be the 
lifeleſs 
Man t 
Captai 
this O 
caſt L. 
which 
it was 
with 
who 
purſue 
treatin 
Hatrec 


Thi 
homey 
to get 
dition, 
gave L 
made : 
with t 
at a T 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 47 


Time ſpent, recovered her diſkpated Spirits, the Re- 
poſſeſſion of which ſhe firſt manifeſted by eagerly 
fixing her Eyes on her dear deliverer, and ſmiling with 
the moſt complaiſant Joy, bleſſed the Almighty and 
him for her miraculous Deliverance. 


During this pleaſing, painful Interview, our Men 
were buſily employed in cutting, hacking, and ſcalp- 
ing the dęad Aiaus; and fo deſirous was every Man 
to hayQgeShare in reaking his Revenge on them, 
that Diſfftes happened among ourſelves who ſhould 
be the” Inſtruments of further ſhewing it on their 
lifeleſs Trunks, there not being enough for every 
Man to have one wherewith to ſatiate himſelf: The 
Captain obſerving the Animoſity between us, on 
this Occaſion, ordered, that the two Diviſions ſhould 
caſt Lots for this bloody, tho” agreeable Piece of Work; 
which being accordingly done, the Party, whote Lot 
it was to be excluded from this Buſineſs, ſtood by 
with half-pleas'd Countenances, looking on the reſt ; 
who with the utmoſt Chearfulneis and Activity 
purſued their Revenge in Scalping, and otherwiſe 
treating their dead Bodies as the moſt inyeterate 
Hatred and Deteſtation could ſuggeſt. 


The Work being done, we thought of ſteering 


homewards triumphant with the 50 Scalps ; but how 


to get the Lady forwards, who was in ſuch a Con- 
dition, as rendered her incapable of walking furthes 
gave us ſome Pain, and retarded us a little, till we 


made a Sort of Carriage to ſeat her on; and then, 


with the greateſt Readineſs, we took our Turns, four 
at a Time, and carried her along. This in {ome Mea- 
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ſure, made the Captain cheartul, who all the Way 
endeavoured to comfort and revive his deſponding 
afflicted Miſtreſs : But alas! in vain ; for the Miſeries 
ſhe had lately felt, and the terrible Fate of her poor 
Brother, of whom, I doubt not but the tender-hearted 
Reader is anxious to hear, rendered even her moſt 
pleaſing Thoughts, notwithſtanding his ſoothing 
Words, corroding and inſufferable. 


| »* 

The Account ſhe gave of their diſaſtrqus Fate 
and dire Cataſtrophe, beſides what I have already 
mentioned, was, That the Savages had no ſooner 
ſeen all conſumed, but they hurried off with her 
and her Bother, puſhing, and tometimes dragging 
them on, for four or five Miles, when they ſtopt; 
and ſtripping her naked, treated her in a ſhocking 
Manner, whilſt others were ſtripping and cruelly 
whipping her unhappy Brother. After which, 
they in the ſame Manner purſued their Journey, 
regardleſs of the Tears, Prayers, or Entreaties of 
this wretched Pair; but, with the moſt infernal 
Pleaſure, laughed and rejoiced at the Calamities and 
Diſtreſſes they had brought them to, and ſaw them 
ſuffer, 'till they arrived at the Place we found 
them,; where, they had that Day butchered her 


beloved Brother in the following execrable and. 


* cruel Manner: They firſt ſcalp'd him alive, and at- 
ter mocking his agonizing Groans and Torments, 
for ſome Hours, ripped open his Belly, into which 
they put Splinters, and Chips of Pine- Trees, and 
1et Fire thereto; the ſame (on account of the Tur- 
pentine wherewith theſe Trees abound) burnt 
with great Quickneſs and Fury for a little Time, 
during 
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during which, he remained in a Manner alive, as ſhe 
could ſometimes perceive bim to move his Head, 
and groan They then piled a great Quantity of 
Wood all round his Body, and moſt inhumanly 
conſumed it to Aſhes. 


Thus did theſe Barbarians put an End to the 
Being of this unhappy young Gentleman, who 
was only 22 Years of Age when he met his calami- 
tous Fate. She continued her Relation, by ac- 
quainting us, That the next Day, was to have ſeen 
her periſh in the like Manner, after tuffering worſe 
than even ſuch a terrible Death, the ſatisfying theſe 
diabolical Miſcreants in their brutal Luft. But it 
pleaſed the Almighty to permit us to reſcue her, 
and entirely extirpate this Crew of Devils! 


Marching eaſily on her Account, we returned to 
the Captain's Plantation the 6th of May, where, 
as well as at Boſton, we were joy fally received, and 
rewarded handtomely for their Scalps of thoſe Sa- 
vages we had brought with us. Mr Crawford and 
Miſs Long, were ſoon married, and in Gratitude to 
the Services we had done them, the whole Party 
were invited to the Wedding. and nobly cntertain=- 


Jed, but no riotous or noity Mirth was allowed, 


the young Lady, as we may well imagine, being 
ſtill under great Affliction, and in a weak State of 
Health. | 


Nothing further material, that I now remem- 
ber, happened during my Stay at Boſton; to pro- 


ceed 


II 
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ceed therefore, with the Continuation of our 
intended Expedition. 


On the 1ſt of July, the Regiment began their 
March for Oſwego. The 21ſt we arrived at Al- 
bany, in New-Tork, thio' Cambridge, Northamp- 
tou, and Hadfield, in New- Enzland From 
thence, marching about twenty Miles farther, we 
incamp'd near the Mouth of the Mohawt River, 
by a Town called &henectady, not far from the 
Enaleſs- Mountains Here did we lye ſome Time, 
till Batteaux (a Sort of lat-bottom'd Boats, very 
ſmall, and ſharp at both Ends) could be got to car- 
ry our Stores and Proviſions to Ofwego; each of 
which, would contain about ſix Barrels of Pork, or 
in Proportion thereto. Two Men belonged to eve- 
ry Batteau, who made uſe of ſtrong ſcutting Poles, 
with Iron at the Ends, to prevent their being too 
foon deſtroyed by the Stones in the River (one of 
the Scources of the OHio) which abcunded with ma- 
ny, and large ones, and in ſome Places was ſo ſhal- 
low, that the Men were forced to wade and dreg 
their Batteaux after them. Which,. together, 
with ſome CataraQts, or great Falls of Water 
rendered this Duty very hard and fatiguing, no 
being able to travel more than ſeven or eight 
Fogliſh Miles a Day, 'till they came to the 
Great-Garrying Place at Wood's Creek, where the 
Proviſions and Batteaux were taken out, and carried 
about four Miles, to Alliganey, or Ohio great River 
that ran quite to Oſwego, to which Place, Genen 
Sh-=-=y got with Part of the Forces on the 8th 

Auguſt; but Colonel Mercer with the Remainder 


ci 
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did not arrive 'till the 31ſt. Here we found Colonel 
Schuyler with his Regiment of New- Jer ſey Pro- 
vincials, who had arrived there ſome time before. 
A ſhort Deſcription of a Place, which has afforded 
ſo much Occaſion for Animad verſion, may not here 
be altogether dilagreeable to thoſe unac quainted 
with our Settlements in that Part of the World, 


Oſwego is ſituated N. Lat. 43 Deg. 20 Min. 


near the Mouth of the River Ouondago, on the 


South-ſide of the Lake Ontario, or Cataraquie. 
There was generally a Fort and conſtant Garriſon 
of regular Troops kept before our Arrial. In the 
proper Seaſons, a Fair for the Indian Trade is 
kept here: Indians of above twenty different Na- 
tions have been obſerved here at a Time. The 
greateſt Part of the Trade between Ganada and the 


$1a1ans, ot the Great Lakes, and tome Parts of 


the Miſſiſſipi, paſs near this Fort; the neareſt and 
ſafeſt Way of carrying Goods upon this Lake be- 
ing along the South- ſide of it. The Diſtance from 


Albany to Ofwego Fort is about 300 Miles Weſt; 
to render which March more comfortable, we met 


with many good Farms and Settlements in the 


Way. The Outawaes, a Great and powerful Na- 


tion, living upon the Outawae River, which joins 
the Catarigue River, (the Out-let of the Great 


Lakes) dee conſiderably with the New-Tork tra- 


ding Houſes here. 


The different Nations trading to Oſcego are diſ- 
tinguiſhable by the Variety and different Faſhi- 


ons of their Car oee; the very remote 1r4tans are 


HY 2 cloathed 
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cloathed in Skins of various Sorts, and have all 
Fire- arms: Some come from ſo far North at Port- 
Nelſon, in Hudſon's Bay, N. Lat. 57 Deg. And 
ſome from the Ghirakees, Weſt of South Carolina, 
in N Lat. 32 Deg. This ſeems indeed to be a 
waſt Extent of In-land Water-carriage, but it is 
only for Canoes, and the ſmalleſt of Craft, 


Nor will it in this Place be improper to give 
ſome Account of our Friends in thoſe Parts, whom 
we call the Mohawtks, viz. The Iroquois, com- 
monly called the Mohawks; the Onciadaes, the 
Onondagues, the Cayugaes, and the Sue tens. In 
all Accounts they are lately call'd the /ix Nations 
of the New-Tork, friendly-Indiaus; the Taſcara- 
roes, Straglers from the old Tuſcararoes of North. 
Carolina, lately are reckoned as the ſixth --I ſhall 
Here reckon them as I have been informed they 
were formerly. 1. The Mohawks; they live up- 
on the Mohawtk's or Schenectaay River, and head, 
or lye North of New-7ork, Penſylvania, Mary- 
land and ſome Part of Virginia; having a Caſtle 
or Village, Weſtward from Albany forty Miles, 
and another ſixty-five Miles Weſt, and about 160 
ferſible Men, 2. The Oneiudaes, about eighty 
Miles from the Mohaub's ſecond Village, conſiſt- 
ing of near 200 fighting Men. 3. The Onorda- 
gues, about twenty-five Miles further, (the famous 
Ofwego trading Place on the Lake Ontario, is in 
their Country) conſiſt of about 250 Men. 4. 
The Cayugaes, about ſeventy Milcs further, of 
about 130 Men; and 5 The 6encheas, who reach 
a great Way down the River Siſguchana, conſiſt 
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of about 700 marching, fighting Men: So that the 
fighting Men of the five or ſix Nations ot Maha 
may be reckon'd at 1500 Men, and extend from 
Albany, Weſt 400 Miles, lying in about thirty 
Tribes or Governments. Beſides theſe, there is 
ſettled above Montreal, which lies N. E. of Ofwe- 
go, a Tribe of ſcoundrel Run-aways from the Mo- 
hawks ; they are call'd Kahnuages, conſiſting of a- 
bout eighty Men --- This ſhort Account of theſe 
Nations, I think it neceſſary to make the Eugliſb 
Reader acquainted with, as I may have Occaſion to 
mention Things concerning ſome of them, 


Being now at Oſwego, the principal Object that 
gave at that Time any Concern to the Americans, 
[ ſhall, before [ continue my own Account, give a 
ſhort Recital of what had been done in theſe Parts, 
in regard to the Defence and Preſervation of the 
Fort and the Colonies thereabouts, before I came, 
upon ſuch Authorities as I got from thoſe who had 


been long at Ofwego, and I can well depend upon 
ſor Truth. 


General H-, in 1754, having erected two 
new Forts on the River Onondaga, it ſeemed pro- 
bable, that he intended to winter at Oſwego with 
his Army, that he might the more readily proceed 
to Action in the enſuing Spring. What produced 
his Inactivity afterwards, and how it was, that Fort 
Oſwego was not taken by the French in the Spring 
of 1755, are Thirgs my Penetration will not en- 
able me to diſcuſs. But, Ofwego is now loſt, and 
would have been ſo in the Spring of 1755, if more 
important Afirs had not made the French neglect 


it 
=, 
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it. At this Time the Garriſon of Oſego conſiſted 
only of 100 Men, under Capt. King. The old Fort 
being their only Protection, which mounted only 
eight four Pounders, was incapable of Defence, be- 
cauſe it was commanded by an Eminence directly cross 
a narrow River, the Banks of which were covered 


with thick Wood. 


In May, 1755, Oſwego being in this Condition, 
and thus garriſon'd ; thirty French Batteaux were ſeen 
to paſs, and two Days after 11 more; each Batteau 
(being much larger than ours) containing 15 Men; 
ſo that this Fleet conſiſted of near 600 Men: A 
Force, which with a ſingle Mortar, might ſoon have 
taken Poſſeſſion of the Place. 


A Reſolution was now taken to make the Fort 
larger, and erect ſome new ones; to build Veſſel 
upon the Lake; to encreaſe the Garriſon ; and pro- 
vide every Thing neceſſary to annoy the Enemy, 10 
as they might render the Place tenable. Captain 
Broadſtrect arriving on the 27th of May at the 
Fort with two Companies, ſome ſmall Swivel Gun 
and the firſt Parcel of Workmen, made ſome imagine 
that a Stop would be put to the French in the 
carrying Men in Sight of the Garrifon ; yet, they ſti 
permitted 11 more French Batteaux to paſs by, tho 
we were then ſuperior to them in theſe Boats, or d 
leaſt in Number. The Reaſon our Forces could 19 
attack them, was, becauſe, they were four Miles in thc 
Offing, on board large Veſſels in which the Soldier 
could ſtand to fire without being overſet; and ou 
Batteaux in which we muſt have attack d them wen 
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ſo ſmall that they would contain only ſix Men each, 
and ſo tickliſh, that the inadvertent Motion of one 
Man would overſet them. No Care, however, was 
taken to provide larger Boats againſt another Emer- 
gency of the ſame Kind. At Ofivego, indeed, it was 
impracticable for want of 1ron-work ; ſuch being the 
provident Forecaft of thoſe who had the Management 
of Affairs, that tho there were Smiths enough, yet, 
there was, at this Place, but one Pair of Bellows, ſo 
that the firſt Accident that ſhould happen to that 
neceſſary Inſtrument, would ſtop all the Operations 
of the Forge at once. 7 


The Beginning of June, the Ship-Carpenters ar- 
rived from Hoſt on, and on the 28th of the ſame 
Month, the firft Veſſel we ever had on the Lake 
Ontario, was launched and fitted out : She was a 
Schooner 40 Feet in the Keel, had 14 Oars, and 
12 Swivel Guns. This Veſſel, and 320 Men, was, 
all the Force we had at Oſwego at the Beginning of 
July, and was victualled at the Expence of the Pro- 
vince of New-JTork, Happy, indeed, it was, that 
the Colony Proviſions were there; for ſo little Care 
had been. taken to get the King's Proviſions ſent up, 
that, when we arrived we muſt have periſh'd with Fa- 
mine, had we not founda Supply which we had little 
Reaſon to expect. | : 


About the Middle of July, an Attack was again 
expected, when we (the Forces under General SH 5 
were ſtill near 300 Miles diſtant. And, if the 
Attack had then been made, with the Force the 
Enemy was known to have had at hand, it muſt, 


for the Reaſon I have juſt before given, have fallen 


into their Poſſeſſion. Sach 
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Such was the State of Oſwego, when we arrived 
there : Where we had been but a ſmall Time, before 
Proviſions began to be very ſcarce ; and the King's 
Allowance being ſtill delay'd, the provincial Stores 
were ſoon exhauſted, and we were in Danger of bein 
ſoon famiſhed, being on leſs than Half-Allowance. 
The Men being likewiſe worn out and fatigued with 
the long March they had ſuffered, and being without 
Rum (or allowed none at leaſt), and other proper 
Nutriment, many fell fick of the Flux, and died ; ſo 
that our Regiment was greatly reduced in fix Weeks 
time : A Party that we left at the important Carrying 
place, at Wood's Creek, being abſolutely oblig'd to 
deſert it for Want of Neceſfaries | 


' Sickneſs, Death, and Deſertion, had, at length, 


ſo far reduc'd us, that we had ſcarce Men enough to 
perform Duty, and protect thoſe who were daily at 
Work. The Iadiaus keeping a ſtrict look-out, ren- 
der'd every one who paſs'd the Out-guards or Centinels 
in Danger of being ſcalp'd or murder d. To prevent 
Conſequences like theſe, a Captain's Guard of ſixty 
Men, with two Lieutenants, two Serjearits, two Cor- 
porals, and one Drum, beſides two Flank-guards of a 
Serjeant, Corporal, and twelve Men, in each, were 
daily mounted, and did Duty as well as able. Scout- 
ing- Parties were likewiſe ſent out every Day : But 
the Sickneſs ſtill continuing, and having 300 Men at 
work, we were oblig'd to leſſen our Guards, till Ge- 


_ neral Peppereliis Regiment join'd us. 


A little Diligence being now made uſe of, about 
the Middle of September, four other Veſſels were got 
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ready, viz A deck'd Sloop of eight Guns, four 
Pounders, and 30 Swivels; a deck'd Schooner, 
cight Guns, four Pounders, and twenty-cight Swi- 
vels; one undeck'd Schooner, of fourteen Swivels 
and fourteen Oars, end another of twelve Swivels 
and. fourteen Oars; about 150 Tons each. 


On the 24th of October, with this Armament, 
and a conſiderable Number cf Batteaux, which 
were too ſmall to live upon the Lake in moderate 
Weather, we were preparing to attack Niagara; 
tho' (notwithſtanding we had taken all the Provi- 
ſions we could find in Che ga, and had left the 
Garriſon behind, with ſcarce enough for three 
Days) the Fleet had not Proviſions ſufficient on 
board to carry ther within Sight of the Enemy 
and Supplies were not to be got within 300 Miles 
of the Place we were going againſt, However, 
the impraQticability of ſueceeding in an Expedition 
undertaken without Victuals, was diſcovered time 


enough to prevent our March, or Embarkation. . 


or whatever it may be calld ; but not befcre nine 
Batteaux laden with Officers Baggage, were ſent 
ftirwards, tour Men in each Batteau; in one of 
which it was my Lot to be. The Men being 
weak and low in Spitits, with continual haraſſing 
and low feeding, render'd our Progreſs very tedi- 
cas and difficult. Add to this, the Places we had 
to paſs and aſcerd; for, in many Parts, the Cata- 
ratts, or Falls of Water, which deſcended near 
the Head of the River Onondaga (in ſome Places 
near too Peet perpendicular,) render'd it almoſt 
impoſſible for us to proceed; for the Current run- 

ning 
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ning from the Bottom, was ſo rapid, that the Ef- 
forts of twenty or thirty Men were ſometimes re— 
quired to drag the Boats along, and eſpecially to 
get them up the Hills or Cataracts. which we 
were forced to do with Ropes: Sometimes, when 
with great Labour and Difficulty, we had got them 
up, we carried them by Land near a Quarter 6f a 
Mile, before we came to any Water. In ſhort, 
ue found four Men to a Batteau inſufficient ; for 
the Men belonging to one Batteau, wete ſo fatigu- 
ed and worn out, that they could not manage her, 
ſo that ſhe lay behind almoſt a League. 


The Captain that was with us, obſcrving this, 
as ſoon as we had got the others over the moſt dif- 
ficult Falls, order'd two beſides myſelf to go ard 
help her forwards: Accordingly I got into her, in 
order to ſteer her, whilſt my two Comrades and 
her own Crew dragged her along. When we got 
to any Catarafts, I remained in her to faſten the 
Ropes and keep all ſafe, while they hauled her 
np; but drawing her to the Summit of the laſt 
Cataract, the Ropes gave way, and down ſhe fell 
into a very rapid and boiſt'rous Stream; where not 
being able by myſelf to work her, ſhe ſtove to 
Pieces on a {mall Rock, on which, forne Part of her 
remaining till Morning, I miraculouſly ſav'd my 
ſelf, Never was my Life in greater Danger than in 
this Situation; the Night being quite Dark, and 
no Aſtſtance to be obtain'd from any of my Com- 
rades; tho' many of them, as I afterwards learn'd, 
made diligent Search ſor me; but the Fall of the 
Waters render'd the Noiſe that they, as well as 
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myſelf made, to be heard by one another, quite 
ine ffectual. 


In the Morning they indeed found me, but in 
a wretched Condition, quite benumb'd and almoſt 
dead with the Cold, having nothing on but my 
Shirt. 5 | — 


After various F forts, having, with gieat Diffi— 
cult y, got me up, they uſed all proper Means to te- 
cover my worn- out Spirits: But the Fire had a 
fatal Effect to what they intended, for my Fleſh 
ſwelled all over my Body and Limbs, and cauſed 
ſuch a Deprivation of my Senſcs, that I fainted, and 
was thought by all to be dead. However, after 
tume Time they pretty well recover'd my ſcatter'd 
Senſes and fatigued Body; and, with proper Care, 
conducted me, with ſome others (who were weak 
and ill of the Flux,) to Albany, where the Hoſpi- 
tal received our poor, debilitated Bodi.s. 


The reſt, not able to proceed, or being coun- 
termanded, bent their Courſe back again to Oſw:- 
go: Where, a friendly Storm preventing an Em- 
barkation, when a Stock of Proviſions was got to- 
gether (ſufficient to prevent them from cating une 
another, during the fiiſt twelve Days.) all Thoughts 
of attacking Niagara were laid aſide. 


Thus ended this formidable Campaign. The Veſ— 
ſels that we had built (as ] afterwards Icarn'd) were 
unripgged and laid up, without havigg been put to 
any Uſe; while a French Veſſel was ciuſing on 
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the Lake, and carry ing Supplies to NiagaraSwith- 
out Interruption; five others as large as ours being 
alſo ready to launch at Frontenac, which lies a- 
croſs the Lake Ontariv, North of Of:cego. 


The General, whatever Appearances might have 
led others, as well as myſelf, to think otherwiſe; 
ſoon indicated his Intention of not wintering at 
Oſwego; for, he left the Place before the addi- 
tional Works were compleated, and the Garriſon, 
by inſenſible Degrees, decreaſed to 1100 Men; ſtill 
living in perpetual Terror, on the Brink of Fa- 
mine, and become mutinous for want cf their Pay; 
which, in the Harry of military Buſineſs, during 
a Year that was crowed with great Events, had 
been forgotten; for, from my firſt inliſting, to the 
Time I was laid up at Allany, I never had re- 
ceived above fix Wee ks Pay. 


A little indeed, may be offered in Vindicaiton ct 
the General and his numberlets Delays, viz That 
it took ſome Time to raite the two Regiments, 
which were in Eritiſh Pay, as the Name of inliſt— 
ing for Lite, is ſome what forbidding to the Amec- 
ricans : (a few of whom, as well as myſclt, made 
our agree ment for three Years; but after that Time, 
I doubt, we muſt have depended on bis Pleaſure for 
our be ing diſcharg'd, according to our Contract, had 
it not fallen out otherwiſe.) The unuſual Drynefs 
of the Summer which rendered the Rivers down 
to Ofwe;o in ſome Places impaſſable, or very dit- 
ficu!t for the Pattcaux to proceed; and it woes 
whiſper'd, that a Gentleman, lately in an eminent 
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Station in News-7orh, did all in his Power to hin- 
der the Undertaking, from a Pique to the General. 
By theſe Diſad vantages, he was detained at Albany, 
till Auguſt, and even when he did reach Oſwego, 
he found himſelf put to no little Difficulty to main- 


tain his Ground, for want of Proviſions ; and the 


Men being ſo reduced, more than once, to ſhort 
Allowance, as you have ſeen, became troubled with 
the Flux, and had not any Thing neceſſary, not 
even Rum ſufficient for the common Men, to pre- 
vent the fatal Effects of that Diſorder, 


In this Manner, the Summer was ſpent on our 
Side; and the Reaſon why the French did not this 
Year take Oſwego, when they might, with fo little 
Trouble, was, as many beſides myſelf conjectured, 
that they thought it more their Intereſt to purſue 
their Projects on the Ohio, and preſcrve the Friend- 
ſhip of the Conſiderable Inazans; which, an Attack 
upon Oſwego, at that Time, would have deſtroyed. 


How far they ſucceeded in ſuch their Projects, 
and the Reaſons of their Succeſſes a little Animad- 
verſion on our own Tranſactions will let us into the 
Light of. For as Appearances on our Side, were 
very faycurable in the Spring; General Bradaoc “'s 
Defeat greatly increas'd the Gloom which fat on 
the Countenances of the Americans. 


Great Things being expected from him, he arrived 
early, and Fort /2u 2neſ»e, ſeemed to be ours, if we 
did but go and demand it. The Attacks deſigned a- 
gainſt Niagara and Fort Frederich, at Crown: Point 

9 were 
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were planned in the Winter, and the Troops employ- 
ed againſt the French in Nova-Scotia, embark'd at 
Boſton in April. Let us view the Events beſides 
thoſe already mentioned. General Braddock was 
ready to march in April. But thro' Ignorance, or 
Neglect, or a Miſunderſtanding with the Governor of 
Virginia ; had neither freſh' Proviſions, Horſes or 
Waggons provided; and ſo late as the Latter-end of 
May, it was neceſſary to apply to Penſylvania, for 
the moſt Part of thoſe. This Neglect, created a moſt 
pernicious Diffidence and Diſcredit of the Americans, 
in the Mind of the General, and prevented their Uſe- 
fulneſs where their Advice was wanted, and produced 
very bad Effects, He was a Man (as 'tis now too 
well known and believ'd) by no Means, of quick Ap- 
prehenſion, and could not conceive that ſuch People 
could inſtru him; and his young Counſellors pre- 
judiced him ſtill more, io as to flight his Officers, 
and what was worſe, his Enemy; as it was treated 
as an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe the Indians would ever 
attack Regulars: And, of Courſe, no Care was taken 
to inſtruct the Men to reſiſt their peculiar Manner 
of fighting. Had this Circumſtance been attended 
to, I am fully perſuaded, 400 Indians, about rhe 
Number that defeated him, would have given kim 
very little Annoyance : Surc, I am, 400 of our 
People rightly mannaged, would have made no Diffi- 
culty of driving before them that Handful, io whom 
he owed his Deicat and Death. 


The undertaking of the Faſtern Provinces to 
reduce the Fort at Cron. Pint, met that Fate, 
which the jar ing Counſels of a deyided People, 
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commonly meet with; for tho' the Plan was con- 
certed in the Winter of 1754, it was Auguſt be- 
fore theſe petty Governments could bring together 
their Troops. In ſhort, it muſt be own'd by all, 
that Delays were the Banes of our undertakings, 
except in the Bay of Fundi, in Nova-Scotia, where 
Secrecy and Expedition were rewarded with Suc- 
ceſs, and that Province reduced. 


The General continued inaQtive, from the Time 
he left Oſwego, to March, 17565, when he was 
about to reſume the Exccution of his Scheme to 
atrack Frontenac and Niagara. What would have 
been the Iſſue of this Project, neither myſelf, nor 
any other Perſon, can now pretend to ſay, for juſt. 
at this Criſis, he received Oxders from England, to 
attempt nothing, till Lord Loudon ſhould. arrive, 
which was ſaid ſhould be early in the Spring. 
However, his Lordſhip did not get there 'till the 
Middle of July, ſo that by this Delay, Time was 
given to the Marquis de Montcalm (Major-Gene- 
ral Dieskau's Succeſſor) to arrive from France at 
Canada with zooo regular Forces, and take the 
Field before us. 


But to return from this Digreſſion to other Tianſ- 
actions. When I was pretty well recovered again, 
I embark'd on board a Veſſel from Albany for 
Neu- or“; where, when J arrived, I found to my 
Sorrow, my Captain, Mr h-, the General's 
Son, had been dead for ſome. Time; he was a 
very promiſing, worthy, young Gentleman, ard 
uniyerially regretted, His Company was given to 
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Major James Kinnair, who ordered, that none of 
his Men ſhould go out on the recruiting Parties, as 
was at firſt intended by his Predeceſſor; bur, that 
the private Men ſhould either retura to Oſwego, 
or do Duty in the Fort at New-7:rk. Not li- 
king my Station here. I entreated the General, 
who was now arnved, for a Furlow, to fee my 
Friends at Penſylvania, which, he having then no 
great Occaſion for me, at New-Tork, granted for 
three Months, 


As I have here mentioned New-7Tork, and before 
given a ſhort Account of the two Cities, Phila del- 
hia and Hoſton, it would be a Diſreſpect to this e- 
egant one, not to take Notice of it, as well as in ſome 
Meaſure debaring the Keader from ſuch Informazion 
as may not be diſagreeable; but not being of that 
Note or Conſequence with the others, I ſhall briefly 
obſerve; that 


New-Tork is a very fine City, and the Capital of 
the Province of that Name ; it contains about 3000 
Houſes, and near gooo Inhabitants, The Houſes are 
all well built, and the meaneſt of them ſaid to be worth 
100 J. which cannot be ſaid of the City of the ſame 
Name, nor of any other in Euglaud. Their Conver- 
lation is polite, and their Furniture, Dreſs, and 
Manner of living, quite elegant. In Drinking and 
Gallantry they exceed any City in America. 


The Great Church is a very handſome Edifice, and 
built in 1695. Here are alſo a Dutch Church, a 
trench Church, and a Lutheran Church. The In- 
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habitants of Dutch Extraction make a conſiderable 
Part of the Town, and moſt of them ſpeak Engliſh. 


Having obtained my Furlow, I immediately ſet 
out for Penſytvanta, and arriving at Philadelphia, 
found the Conſternation and Terror of the Inhabi- 
tants was greatly incteaſed to what it was when I 
left them They had made ſeveral Treaties of 
Friendſhip with the Maians, who, when well ſup⸗ 
plied with Arms, Ammunition, Cloaths, and other 
Neceflaries, thro the pacific Meaſures, and defence- 
leſs State of the Philadelphians, ſoon revolted to 
the French, and committed great Out-rages on the 
back Parts of the Province, deftroying and maſſa- 
creing Men, Women and Children, and every 
Thing that unhappily lay in their Way. A few 
Inſtances of which, together, with the Bahaviour 
of the Philadelphians on theſe Occaſions, E ſhall 
here prefent to the Reader with, who, of whatever 
Set or Profeſſion, I am well aſfured, muſt condemn 
the pacific Diſpoſition and private Factions that 
then reign'd, not only in the Aſſembly, but a- 
mong the Majiſtrates themſel ves; who were a long 
Time, before they could agree on proper Petitions, 
to rouſe the Aſſembly from the lethargic and in- 
active Condition they abſolutely remained in. 


For about the Middle of October, a large Body 
of Indians, chiefly Shawoneſe, De- la-wares, Kc. 
fell upon this Province, from ſeveral Quarters, al- 
moſt at the ſame Inſtant, murdering, burning, and 
laying Waſte all where ever they came; fo thatin 
the fi ve Counties of Cumberlana, Tor, Lancafrer, 
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Berks, ard Northampton, which compoſe more 
than Half the Province, nothing but Scenes of 
Diſtraction and Deſolation were to be ſeen. 


The Damages which theſe Counties had ſuſtained 
by the Deiertion of Plantations, is not to be rec- 
kon'd up; nor are the Miſeries of the poor Inha- 
bitants to be deſcribed ; many of whom, tho' eſcap- 
ing with Life, were, without a Moment's War- 
ning driven from thaſe Habitations where they en. 
joyed every Neceſſary of Life, and were then ex- 
poſed to all the Severity of an hard Winter; and 
obliged to ſolicit their very Bread at the cold 
Hand of Charity, or _ with Hanger under the 
inclement Air. | 


To theſe Barbarities I hk already mentioned 
8 can't paſs over the following, as introduRory 
Cauſes, of the Philadelphians at-laſt FREE 
the Outrages of the Barbarians. oY 3 


At Cnadenbutteu, a ſmall Moravian Settlement, 
in Northampton County, the poor, unhappy Suf- 
ferers, wete fitting round their peaceful Supper, 
when the inhuman Murdereis, muffled in the Shades 
of Night, dark and horrid as the infernal Purpoſes 
of their diabolic Souls, ſtole upon them, butcher'd, 
ſcalp'd them, and conſum'd their Bodies. together, 
with their Horſes, Stock, and upwards of ſixty 


Head of fat Cattle, (intended tor the Subſiſtance of 
the Brethren at Bethlehem) all in one general 


Flame; ſo that next Morning furniſned only a me- 
lancholy Spectacle of their mingled Aſnes. 1 
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At the Great Cove in Cumberland at Tulpehoc- 
kin, in Berks, and in ſeveral other Places, their Bar- 
barities were ſtill greater, if poſſible. Men, Wo- 
men, Children, and Brute-beaſts, ſhared one com- 
mon Deſtruction; and where they were not burnt 
to Aſhes, their mangled Limbs were found promit- 

cuouſly ſtrew'd upon the Ground, thoſe appertain- 
ing to the human Form, ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the Brute! 


But of all the Inſtances of the Barbarities I heard 
of, in theſe Parts, I could not help being moſt af- 
fected with the following. --- One Family, confiſting 
of the Husband, his Wite and a Child, only a few 
Hours old, were all found murder'd, and ſcalp'd in 
this Manner: The Mother ftretch'd on the Bed, 
with her new- born Child, horribly manglcd, and 
put under her Head for a Pillow, while the Hut- 
band lay on the Ground, hard-by, with his Body 
ript up, and his Bowels laid open. OR 


In another "OE 2 Woman with her ſacking 
Child, finding that ſhe had fallen into the Hands of 
the Enemy, fell flat on her Pace, prompted by the 
ſtrong Call of Nature, to cover and ſhelter her 
innocent Child with bibs own Body. The accuſed 
Savage ruſh'd from his lurking Place, ſtruck her 
on the Head with his Tomahawk, rore off her 
Scalp, and ſcour'd back into the Woods, without 
obſerving the Child, being apprehenſive that he 
was diſcovered. The Child was found ſometime 
afterwards under the Body of it's Morher, and was 
then alive. 
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Many of their young Women were carried by 
the Savages into Captivity, reſerved, perhaps. for 
a worſe Fate, than thoſe who fuffered Death in 
all it's horrid Shapes; and no Wonder, fince they 
were reſerved by Savages, whoſe tender Mercies, 
might, be accounted more cruel than their very 
Cruelty itſelf. 


Yet, eyen during all this Time, this Province 
(had Things been properly ordered) need but, in 
Compariſon to her Strength, have lifted her Foot, 
and cruſh'd all the French Force on their Borders; 
but unuſed to ſuch undertakings, and bound by 
non-reſiſting Principles from exerting her Strength, 
and involy'd in Diſputes with the Proprietaries, 
they ſtood ſtill; vainly hoping the French would 
be ſo moderate, as to be content with their Victory 
over Braddoct, or at leaſt confine their Attacks 
to Virginia: But they then ſaw, and felt all this 
was Deluſion, and the Barbarities of the Indian 
Parties headed by French Officers: Notwithſtand- 
ing all which, they continued in domeſtic Debates, 
without a Soldier in Pay, or a Penny in the Trea- 
fury. In ſhort, if the Enemy had then had, but 
1500 Men at the Obio, and would have attempted 


it, no Raſhneſs could have been perceived in their 


marching down to the City of Philadelphia. 


Thus ſtood our Affairs on the Side cf the Ohio, 
when an old Captain of the Warriors, in the Inter- 
eſt cf the Philadelphians, and their ever faithful 
Friend, whoſe Name was Scarrooyda alias Mono- 
katoathy, on the firit Notice ot theſe Misfortunes, 


Came 
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came haſtening to Philadelphia, together, with 


Col. Weiſer, the provincial Interpreter, and two 
other Indian Chiefs. Scarrooyda immediately de- 
manded an Audience of the Aſſembly, who were 
then ſitting, to whom he ſpake in a very affecting 
Manner. His Speeches being printed, and ſold a- 
bout Philadelphia, I procur d one of them, which 
was as follows. 


Bret hren, 


MWe are once more come among you, and ſin- 
* cerely condole with you on Account of the late 
{© Bloodſhed, and the awful Cloud that hangs over 
“ you, and over us. Brethren, you may be un- 
** doubtedly aſſured, that theſe horrid Actions were 
committed by none of thoſe Nations that have any 
{© Fellowſhip with us, but by certain falſe-hearted and 
«© treacherous Brethren. It grieves us more than all 
* ourother Misfortunes, that any of our good Friends, 
the Engliſb, ſhould ſuſpect us of having falfe Hearts. 


Brethren, 


“If you were not an infatuated People, we are 
300 Warriors, firm to your Intereſt; and, if you are 
ſo unjuſt to us, as to retain any Doubts of our Sin- 
cerity, we offer to put our Wives, our Children, 
and all we have into your Harids, to deal with 
them as ſeemeth good to you, if we are found in 
the leaſt to ſwerve from you. But, Brethren, you 
muſt ſupport and aſſiſt us, for we. are not able to 
fight alone againſt the powerful Nations who are 
coming againſt you; and you muſt this Moment 
« rclolye 
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reſolve, and give us an explicit Anſwer what you 
will do. For, theſe Nations have ſent to defire us, 
as old Friends, either to join them, or get out of 
their Way and ſhift for ourſelves. Alas ! Brethren, 
we are ſorry to leave you! We remember the many 
Tokens of your Friendſhip to us ; But, what ſhall 
we do? We cannot ſtand alone, and you will not 
ſtand with us! 


Brethren, 


The Time is precious. While we are here con- 
ſulting with you, we know not what may be the 
Fate of our Brethren at Home. We do therefore, 
once more invite, and requeſt you to act like Men, 
and be no longer as Women, purſuing weak Mea- 
ſures, that render your Names deſpicable. If you 
will put the Hatchet * into our Hands, and ſend 
out a Number of your young Men in Conjunction 
with our Warriors, and provide the neceſſary Arms 
Ammunition, and Proviſions, and likewiſe build 
tome ſtrong Houſes for the Protection of our old 
Men, Women, and Children, while we are abſent 
in War, we ſhall ſoon wipe the Tears from your 
Eyes, and make theſe falſe-hearted Brethren repent 
their Treachery and Baleneßs, towards you, and 
towards us. 

“ But, we muſt at the ſame Time, ſolemnly aſſure 
you, that if you delay any longer to act in Con- 


junction with us, or think, to put us off, as uſual, 


cc 


with uncertain Hopes, you muſt not exſpect to 


ſee our Faces under this Roof any more. We muſt 


ſhift 


* See the Note under Tomahawk, Page 12. 


« ſhift | 


(0 cy of 
« whor 


The 
deliver 
very Be 
ing the 
make F 


It w. 
could be 
for thei 
all Patic 
vernor 
Militia, 
former, 
form th 
by a M 
its OWE 
Enſign 
on'd by 
were at 
their ov 
ſelves it 
Gentlen 
ted, Co! 


Capt 
Compat 
order te 
obtain'd 
me fron 


Of PETER WILLIAMSON. 71 


« ſhift for our own Safety, and leave you to the Mer- 
« cy of your Enemies, as an infatuated People, upon 
* whom we can have no longer Dependance. 


The Tears ſtood i in the old Man's Eyes, while he 
deliver'd this laft Part; and no Wonder, ſince the 
very Being of his Nation depended upon their j join- 
ing the Enemy, or our enabling them nan to 


make Head againſt them. | 


It was ſome Time, However, before the Aſſembly 
could be brought to content to any vigorous Meaſures 
for their own Defence. The back Inhabitants loſt 
all Patience at their Conduct. Till at length the Go- 
vernor exerted his utmoſt Power, and procured the 
Militia, Money, and Bills to paſs. By Virtue of the 
former, the Freemen of the Province were enabled to 
form themſelves into Companies, and each Company 
by a Majority of Votes, by Way of Ballot, to chuſe 
its own Officers; v:s. a Captain, Lieutenant, and 
Enſign; who, if approv'd of were to be commiſſi- 
on'd by the Goyernor. So that the Philadelphlans 
were at. laſt permitted to riſe and arm themſelves in 
their own Defence. They accordingly form'd them- 


ſelves into Companies; the, Governor ſigning to all 
Gentlemen qualified, Who had been regularly ballot- 


ted, Commiſſions for that Fupoſe. 


captain Davis, was one of thei firſt who had a 
Company; and, being deſirous of my Service, in 


order to inſtruct the Irtegulars in om Diſcipline, 


obtain'd from the Governor, a Certificate to indemnity 
me from any Puniſhment. which might be adjudged 


by 


WE 
\ 
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Colonel Armſtrong had been more 
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by the Regiment to which I already belong d; for, 
without that, T had not gone. Our Company, which 
conſiſted of rao Men, was not compleated till the 
24th of December, 1755; when looſing no Time, 
we next Morning march'd from Philadelphia in high 
Spirits; reſolving to ſhew as little Quarter to the 
Savages, as they had to many of us. 


nous; for 
he had rais'd 280 provincial — and marched a 
little Time before againſt the Ohio Morians; but, of 
him, more hereaiter. 


We arrived the 26th of mender, at Bethlehem, 


in the Forks of the River De- la-ware ; where, be⸗ 
ing kindly received by the Morauiaus, we loaded fit 
Waggons with Proviſions, and ed on to the 
Apalatian Mountains, or Blus Hills, to a Town 
call'd Keanortonhead, "which the Moravians had 
deſerted on account of the Indians. Fifty of 6ur Men 
of whom I made one where order'd before the reſt, 
to ſee whether the Town was deſtroyed or not. 
Diſpoſing them to the beſt Advantage, we mareh'd on, 
till we came within five Mikes of the Place, which we 


— W intare. 


= Wt above four Men able to go a-breaſt, we were on a 
ſiudden alarm'd, 


ah 


y uneven, rugged Road to * 


by the ing of the Flank-guards, 
which wer a little in the Rear of our Van. The 


Savages 3 returned their Fire, and kill'd the 
Enſign ten of the Men, and wounded ſeyeral 
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Finding this, I being Chief in command (having 
ated as Lieutenant, and received Pay as ſuch from 
my firſt Entrance, for my Trouble and Duty in 
fora the Company,) order'd the Men to march 
on with all Expedition to the Town, and all the 
Way to keep a running Fire on the Enemy, as 
they had fallen on our Rear, 


We ſhonld have got there in very good Order, 
had it not been for a River we had to croſs, and 
the Weather being ſo exceſſive cold, our Cloaths 
froze to our Bodies as ſoon as we got out of the 
Water. However, with great Difficulty we 
reach'd the Town, and got into the Church, with 
the Loſs of twenty-ſeven Men, There we made 
az good Preparations for our Defence as poſſible 


we could, making a great Fire of the Benches, 


Seats, and what we could find therein, to dry our 
Cloaths : ; not eſteeming it the leaſt Sacrilege or 
Crime, upon ſuch an Emergency. 


The Indians ſoon follow'd us into the Town, 
and ſurrounding us, tried all Methods to burn the 
Church; but our continual Firing kept them off 
for about ſix Hours, *till our Powder and Ball were 
all expended, In the Night they ſet ſeveral Houſes 
on fire; and, we — the Conſequences of being 
detained there, refoly'd to make one bold Effort, 
and puſh ourſelves through the Savages Forces, 


which was accordingly done with the moſt undaunt- 


ed Courage, The Enemy fir'd' continnally on us 
during our Retreat, and kill'd many of our Men, 


but in their Confuſion many of themſelves as well; 
L it 
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it being ſo very dark that we were not well able 
to diſcern our own Part y; ſo that only five of 
us kept together and got into the Woods; the 
reſt, whom we left behind, I doubt fell Sacrifices 
to the Savages. 


The Night being ſo exceſſive cold, and having 


but few Cloaths with us out of the Church, two 


of my Comrades froze to Death. before we conld 
reach any inhabited Place. In ſhort, we did not 
get any Relief till four o'Clock in the Morning, 
when we arrived at a Houle that lay in the Gap 
of the /i/ue Hliils; where our Captain had ens 
with the Remainder of the Men and Waggons the 
Day before 


The Captain erquiring. our Succeſs, I gave him 
. the melancholy Detail of our unfortune Expedi- 
tion: Upon which, an Expreſs was immediately 
ſent to the Governor, with the Account ; who 
ordered 1600 Men to march the next Morning for 
the ſame Place, under the Command of General 
Franklin, not only to bury the Dead and build a- 


Fort there, but to extirpate the Savsges who in- 


feſted theſe Parts, and were too powerful for our 
1ma}l Number under Captain Davis. 


The Remainder of our little Party were now 
building a Fort at the Place where we lay, for our 
Defence, *till more Aſſiſtance ſhould arrive; tor 
we were under continual Apprehenſions of the H- 
dians puriuing and attacking us again, 
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On the gth of January, 1756, we were rein- 
forced by General Franklin and his Body; and the 
next Day tet out again for Kenzorton- Head; where, 
when we arriv'd, to cur great Conſternation, we 
tound little Occaſion to bury our unhappy Com- 
rades, the Swine (which in that. Country are yaſltly 
.uMcrous in the Woods) having devour'dꝗtheir 
Bodies, and nothing but Bones ftrewed up and 
down were to be ſeen. We there built. a Fort in 
the Place, where the. old Church had ſtood, and 
gave it the Name of Fort Allen; this was finiſh'd 
in ſix Days, and in ſo good a Manngg, that 100 
Men would make great Reſiſtance Maſt a much 
greater Number of Indians. 


On the 18th, 1400 of us were ordered about 


teen Miles diſtant from thence, on the — 


of the Province; where we built angther Fort call'd 
Fort- Norris, In our Way es, ya found fix 
Men ſcalp'd and murder'd, in a moſt cruel Manner. 
By what we could dilcern, they had made 4 vigo- 
ous Defence, the Barrels and Stocks of their Guns, 
being broke to Pieces, and themſel ves cut and man- 
gled in a terrible Manner. 

From thence, we were order'd to march towards a 
Placecall'd, T aniſinkes, but this Journey pro- 
ved longer tha were aware cf. 
committing great Outrages in theſe Parts, having 
burnt and deſtroyed all the Houics, &c. in our 
Way: Theſe Tragic- Actions cauſed us to divide 


ourſelves into ſeveral Parties, who were ordered 


divers Ways to cut off as many of theſe Saveges 
as poſſible. Ls The 
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The Day after this Scheme was put into Execu- 
tion, we .met with a imall Party, which we put to 
the Rout, killing fourteen of them. We then 
made all poſſible Diſpatch to ſave ſome Houſes we 
ſaw on Fire, but on our nearer Approach, found 
our Endeayours in vain : John: Swiſher, and his 
Family, having been before ſcalp'd, and burnt to 
Aſhes in his own Houſe. On the following Night, 
the Houſe of James Wallis underwent the ſame 
Fate; himſelf, Wife, ſeven Children, and the reſt 
of his Family, being ſcalp'd and burnt therein, 
The Houſes and Families of Philip Green and 
Abraham Nairn, ſuffered in the like Manner, 
Nor did the Cruelty of theſe Barbarians ſtop here, 
but attack'd the Dwelling-houſe of George Bunter, 

. a Gentleman of conſiderable Worth, and 

a juſtice of the Peace, who made a brave Reſiſ- 
tance, and rathey than fall into the Hands of theſe 
Miſcreants, choſe to meet Death in the Flames; 
which, he, his Wife, and all his Houſhold con- 
ſiſting of ſixteen in Number did with the utmoſt 
Bravery, before any Aſſiſtance could be received 
from our General, who had diſpatched, 500 of us 


for that Purpoſe, on an Expreſs being ſent to him 
that Morning. 


From thence we march'd e Mimnifnkes, 
and built Fa, Norris. On the h of March we 
ſet out with 1000 Men to the Head of the Mini- 
finke-, and built another Fort, which we named 
Zranklin in Honour of our General. All which 


Forts we garrilon'd with as many Men as we could 
poſſible ſpare. 
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After this, we were daily employed in ſcouring 
the Woods from Fort to Fort, of theſe noxious 
Creatures, the Indians, and in getting as much of 
the Corn together as we could find, to prevent the 
Savages from having any Benefit therefrom. 


Not withſtanding our Vigilance, theſe Villains 
on the 15th attack'd the Houle of James Graham, 
but by Providence, he with his Wife, who had 
juſt laid in, and her young Infant in her Arms, 
(with nothing about her but her Shift) made 
their Eſcape to Fort- Allen, about fifteen Miles 
diſtant, The Child periſh'd by the Way, and it 
was Matter of Wonder to the whole Garriſon to 
find either of them alive; indeed, they were in a 
deplorable Condition, and we imagined they would 
expire every Moment, The Wife, however, to 
our great Aſtoniſhment, recover'd, but the Hus- 
band did not ſurvive about fix Hours after their 
Arrival, 


The Houſe of Iſaac Cot ſuffer'd by the Flames, 
himſelf, his Wite, and eight Children, being ſcalp' d 
and burnt in it. 


Tedious and ſhocking would it be to enum: rate 
Half the Murders, Conflagrations, and Outrages, 
committed by theſe helliſh Infidels. Let it ſuffice 


therefore, that from the Year 1 753, when they firſt 
began their Barbarities, they had murder'd, burnt, 
ſcalp'd, and deſtroy'd, above 3500 Souls; above 
1000 whereof, were unhappy Inhabirants of the 
Weſtern Part of Philadelphia. Men, Women, and 
"Y Children 
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Children, fell alike Prey to theſe Savages: No 
Regard being had by them to the tender Entrea- 
ties of an affectionate Parent for a beloved Child, or 
the Infant's Prayers, in Behalf of his aged Father and 
Mother. Such are the miſerable Calamities attendant 
on Schemes tor gratifying the Ambition of a tyrannic 
Monarch, like France, or the weak Contrivances 
and indolent Meaſures, of blundering Miniſters and 
Negociators—. 


The Time of my Furlow at length expiring, I 
prepared to ſet out ſor my Regiment. Having a 
recommendatory Letter from General Franklin to 
Mejor Kinndir, as to my Services, I marched for- 
ward for New-1 974 Where being arrived, T wait- 
ed on the Major; and, after giving him an Account 
of all our Tranſactions, and the Hardſhips and La- 
bours we had gone through, I was diſmiſs'd. 


After ſome Stay there, I was cfdered to proceed 
on my March tor O{wv:20 once more. But, before 
I go further With my own Affairs, I ſhall juſt re- 
count tne Retuit of thoſe Provincials, who went, 
as I mcention'd before, to quell the Savages, under 
tie Torunind of Colonel Armiirong. 


He having ander his Command 280 Provincials. 
GC nd agent the re Morian, againſt whom 
59 634 wen attempfec, notwithſtanding their 
niet Ircarions and Murders, penctrated 140 

rg the Woods, from Fort Shirley, on 
. raya, ty £1: arme an Indian Town on 
WEST , 4b On! twenty-five Miles above Fort Du 
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2ueſne, belonging to the French He ſoon join'd 
the advanc'd Party at the Beaver dams; and, on 
the fourth Evening after, being within ſix Miles of 


Kittanning, the Scouts diſcover'd a Fire in the Road, 


and reported that there were but three or four Indians 


at it. At that Time, it was not thought proper to 
attempt ſurpriſing theſe [nd1ans, left, if one ſhould 
eſcape, the Town might be alarm'd: Lieutenant 
Hogg, therefore, with twelve Men, was left to watch 


them, with Orders not to fall upon them *till Day- 


break ; and our Forces turn'd out of the Path, to paſs 
their Fire, without diſturbing them. 


About three in the Morning, having been guided 
by the whooping of the Indian Warriors, at a Dance 
in the Town, they reach'd the River at about 100 
Perches below it. As ſoon as Day appeared, the At- 
tack began; Captain Jacobs. Chief of the [ndians, 
gave the War-whe.op, and defended his Houſe bra ve- 
ly through the Loop-holes in the Logs. The Inazans 
generally refuſing Quarter, Colonel Ar mitrong. or- 
dered their Houſes to he ſet on Fire, which was done 
by the Officers and Soldicrs with great Alacrity. On 
this, ſome burſt out of the Houſes, and attempted to 


reach the River, but were inſtantly ſhot down. Cap- 


tan Jacobs, in getting out of a Window, was ſhot 
and ſcalp'd, as were allo his Squaw, and a Lad they 


call'd the King's Son. The ladiaus had a Number 


of ſpare Arms in their Houſes loaded, which went off 
in quick Succefſion, as the Fire came to them; and 
Quantities of Gun- powder, which had been ftor'd 
in every Houſe, blew up trom time to time, throw- 
ing their Bodies into the Air. | 
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Eleven Eugliſb Priſoners were releas'd, who in- 
form'd the Colonel, that, that very Day, two Bat- 
teaux of Frenchmen, with a large Party of De-la- 
ware and French Indians, were to have join'd 
Captain Jacobs, to march and take Fort SHirle); 
and that twenty-four Warriors had ſet out before 


them the proceeding Evening; which proved to be 
the Party that had kindled the Fire the preceeding 
Night; for our People returning, found Lieute- 


that he had aᷣtack d the ſuppoſed Party of three or 
ire, but found them too ſtrong for him. 
He kill'd three of them, hawever, at the firſt Fire, 
and fought them an Hour ; when, having loſt three 
of his Men, the reſt as he lay wounded, abandon'd 
him and fled, the Enemy purſaing. Lieutenant 
Hogg died ſoon after of his Wounds. 


vant Hogg Sate in three Places; and learn'd, 


Enough of theſe two Expeditions has been ſaid; 
nor, can I well tell which of the two was moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful, both loſing more of their own Men than 
they kill'd of the Enemy. 


A little Re troſpection again on the Actions and 


Behaviour of the Philaaelphians. and the other 


Provinces and Places in Conjunction with them, 
may here be ſomething neceſſary : For, when I ar- 
riv'd at Philadelphia, I found, that however me- 
lancholy their Situation had been of late, this good 
Effect had been obtain d, that the moſt prejudiced 


and ignorant Individual was feelingly convinced of 
the Neceſſity of vigorous Meaſures ; and, beſides 


national and public Views, then, the more prevail- 
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ing ones of Revenge and Self- Intereſt gave a Spur 
ro their Counſels. They were accordingly raiſing 


Men with the utmoſt Expedition; and had, before 


the End of the Summer, a conſiderable Number, 
though not equal to what they could farniſh, having 
at leaſt 45,000 Men in Penſylvania able to fight. 


And, purſuant to Agreement, ſome Months be- 
fore, the four Governments of Nzww-Enzland, in 
Con junction with New-Tork (which laſt furniſhed 
1300) had now aſſembled Scoo Men (for the At- 
tack of Fort Frederic) at Albany, 150 Miles N. 
of New-Tork, and about 130 from Crown-Point, 
under the Command of General Vin lm. But 
many People dreading the Cruelty of the French, 
were not ſo very eager to join them, this Year as 
the laſt ; an Impreſs therefore of Part of the Mi- 


litia, was order'd in New-Tork Government. To 


prevent which. Subſcriptions were ſet on foot, to 
engage Volunteers by high Bounties; ſo loath 
were they, that ſome got nine or twelve P:.1nds 
Sterling to inliſt. 


The 44th, 48th, 5oth, and 51ſt Regiments of 


Great Britain were diſtin'd for the Campaign on 
the Great Lake Ontario, and moſtly march'd for 


Ofwego, thence to be carried over in 200 great 


W hale-boats, which were then at the Lake, and 
were built at SchenetFady on Mohawk's River, and 
were long round and light; as the Batteaux, beiog 
flat-bottom'd and ſmall, would not anſwer the 


Navigation of the Lake, where the Waves were 


often very high, They were then, alas ! intended 
| | to 
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to attack Fort Frontenac, mentioned before, and 
the other French Forts on the Lake. Upwards of 
2000 Battcau-Men were employed to navigate the 
Barteaux, each a Ton Burthen, laden with Pro- 


viſions and Stores from Albany up the Mobawtk's 


River, then thro' Oncyda Lake and River, down 
to Oſwego. There were likewiſe 300 Sailors hir'd 
and gone up from New-Tork (as I found, when I 
arrived there) to navigate the four arm'd Ships on 
the Lake, built there, as I have before - mention'd, 
the laſt Year, for the King's Service, and two 
others were then building ; Smiths, Carpenters, 
and other Artificers, having gone there for that Pur- 
poſe ſome Weeks before, Such were the Prepara- 
tions and Armaments for this Campaign, but how 
fruitleſs, to our great Diſgrace, were ſoon known all 
over the World! 


I ſhall not trouble the Reader with a long Ac- 
count, of a long March I had to take from News- 
Tork to Ofwego, to join my Regiment, ſuffice 
it therefore, that J arrived there about the middle 
of July; but in my March thither with ſome Re- 
cruits, we join'd Colonel Broadſtreet, at Albany, 


and on the 6th of May, at the Great Carrying Place, 


had a Skirmiſh with the French and Indians, where- 
in ſeveral were kill'd and wounded on both ſides; 
of the latter I made one. Receiving a Shot through 
my Lett-hand, which intirely diſabled my third 
and fourth Fingers; and having no Hoſpital, or 
any Conveniences for the Sick there, I was after 
having my Hand drefled in a wretched Manner, ſent 
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As ſoon as I was well, I ſet forwards for Ofwego, 
And, when arrived there, I began to make what 
Obſervations I could, as to the Alterations that had 
been made fince my Departure in the Month of 
October, preceding. The Works of Ofwego, at 
this Time conſiſted of three Forts, viz. The Ol 
Fort, built many Years before, whoſe chief Strength 
was a weak Stone- wall, about two Feet thick, ſo ill 
cemented, that it could not reſiſt the Force of a four 
Pound Ball, and ſituated on the Eaſt- ſide of the Har- 
bour ; the two other Forts call'd, Fort- Ontario, 
and Fprt-Georee, were each of them at the Diſtance 
of abcut 450 Yards from the Old Fort, and ſituated 
on two Eminences, which commanded it ; both theſe 
as I have already obſcrved, were begun to be built 
laſt Year upon Plans, which made them defenſible 
againſt Muſquetry, and Cannon, of three or four 
Pound Ball only; the Time not allowing Works of 
a ſtronger Nature to be then undertaken. 


For our Defence againſt large Cannon, we entirely 
depended on a ſuperior naval Force upon the Lake, 
which might have put it in our Power to prevent 
the French from bringing heavy Artillery againft 
the Place, as that could only be done by Water- 
carriage. | a 


A Day or two after being at Oſego, the Fort 
was alarm'd by hearing a Firing; when on diſpatch- 
ing proper Scouts, it was found to be the French 
and Indiaus engaging the Batteau- Men and Sai- 
lors convoying the Proviſions to Cſwego, from one 
River to another. On this a Detachment of 500 

* M 2 Men 
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Men were-ordered out in Purſuit of them, whereof 


I was one. We had a narrow Paſs in the Woods to 
go thro', where we were attack'd by a great Num- 
ber of Indians, when a deſperate Fight began on 
both Sides, that laſted above two Hours. However, 
at laſt we gain d a compleat Victory, and put them 
intirely to the Rout, killing fourteen of them, and 
wounding above forty. On our Side we had but 
two Men kill'd and fix wounded. Many more 
would have been kill'd of both Parties had it not 
been for the Thickneſs of the Woods. 


I cannot here omit recounting a moſt fingular 
Tranſaction that happen'd during this my fecond 
Time of being there, which, tho' ſcarce credible, is 
abſolutely true, and can be teftified by Hundreds, 
who knew, and have often ſeen the Man, In ſhort, 
One of the Foth Regiment, an Jriſi man, being 
placed as Centinal over the Rum which had arrived, 
and being curious to know its Goodnels, pierced the 
Cask, and drank till he was quite intoxicated ; when, 
not knowing what he did, he rambled from his Poſt, 
and fell aſleep a good way from the Garriſon. An 


Indian icoulking that Way for Prey, (as is conjectur d) 
met him, and made free with his Scalp, which he 


pluck'd and carried off. The Serjeant in the Morn- 
ing, finding him proſtrate on his Face, and ſeeing his 
Scalp off, imagin'd him to be dead; but on his nearer 
Approach, and raiſing him from "the Ground, the 
Fellow awaked from the ſound Sleep he had been in, 
and asked the Serjeant what he wanted. The Serjeant 
quite ſurpriſed at the ſtrange Behaviour of the Fellow, 
imerrogated him, how he came there in $hat Con. 
*Rition * 7 
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dition ? He replied, He could not tell ; but that be 
got very drunik aud ramblea he knew no! whither. 
The Serjeant adviſed him to prepare for Death, not 
having many Hours to live, as he had loſt his Scalp. 
Arrab my Dear, uo (cries he) aud are yun joking 
me ? for he really knew nothing of his being ſerv'd in 
the Manner he was, and would not believe any Acci- 
dent had happened him, till ſeeing his Cloaths bloody, 
he felt his Head, and found it to be too true, as yell 
as having a Cut from his Mouth to his Far. 3s 
immediately carried before the Governor, who Akin 
him, how he came to leave his Poſt! ? He — 
1hat being very thirſty, be had broac hed a Cask of 
Rum, and drank about a Pint, which made him 
drunk ; hut if his Honour would forg ive him, he'd 
never. be guilty of the like a 4 The Governor 
told him, it was very probab e he never would, as 
he was now no better than a dead Man. However, 
the Surgeons dreſs'd his Head there, as well as they 
could, and then ſent him in a Batteau to Albany, 
where he was perfectly cured ; and, to the great Sur- 
priſe of every Body, was living when I left the 
Country. This, though ſo extraordinary and un- 
paralelled an Affair, I aver to be true; having ſeveral 
Times ſeen the Man after this Accident happened to 
him. How his Life was preſerved ſcems a Miracle, 
as no Inſtance of the like was eyer known. 


J had forgot to mention, that before I left A.- 
bany the laſt Time upon Colonel Hroadſtreet's ar- 
rival there, in his Way to Oſwego, with the Pro- 
viſions and Forces, conſiſting of about 500 Whale- 

:& 0 Batteaux, intended for the Campaign _ 
WIRD” : the 


their Intent to attack us, the Victory would have 
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the great Lake Ontario, mentioned before; I join'd Regim 
his Corps and procceded on with the Batteaux, &c. _ 
Going up the River Onondaga towards Cſwego, buildir 
the Batteau- Men were on the 29th of June, at- for wa 
tacked near the Falls, about nine Miles from O/- ſo did 
wego, by 500 French and Indians, who kill'd and ledge « 
wounded ſeyenty-four of our Men, before we could 
get on Shore, which as ſoon as we did, the French On 1 
were *outed with the Loſs of 130 Men kill'd, and and lc 


ſcystal wounded, whom we took Priſoners, ** 
ging, 
Had we known of their lying i in Ambuſh, or of ; Ys , 4 


the Ca 
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been much more complete on our Side, as the Troops 
Colonel Broadlſireet commanded, were regular, well 
diſciplin'd, and in folerable Health, 3 the 


French, by a long Paſſage at Sea and living hard after 3 
their Arrival at Canada were much harras'd and Pe _ 
fatigued, | — 

However, we got all ſafe to Oſwego with the Befe 
Batteaux and Proviſions, together, with Rigging vu 
and Stores for the large Veſſels, excepting twenty- 82 
four Cannon, ſix Pounders, that were then at the The 
Great Carrying Place; which Colonel Broadſireet 1 
was to bring with him, upon his next Paſſage, from 18 
Scheneftady ; to which Place, as ſoon as he had de- q - 
livered to the Quirter-maſter all the Stores he had 2 
under his Care, he was ordered to return with the ax Fey 


Batteaux and Men to receive the Orders of Major- 8 
General Ambercrombis. In his Return frog Sche- 3 
neftady, t was expected that Hallet's and bars ? 
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Regiments would bave come with him, in order to 
take Fort Frontenac, and the other French Forts 
on the Lake Ontario. But, alas! as Schemes for 
building Caſtles in the Air, always prove abortive, 
for want of proper Architecture and Foundation, 
ſo did this Scheme of ours, for want of a due Know- 
ledge of our own Situation ! 


On the Arrival of theſe Forces, a new Brigantine 
and Sloop were fitted out ; and about the ſame Time 
a large Snow was alſo launch'd and rigged, and 
only waited for her Guns and ſome running Rig- 
ging, Which they expected every Day by Colonel 
Broadſtreet; and had he returned in Time with 
the Cannon and Batteau-Men under his Command 
the French would not have dared to have appeared 
on the Lake; but Colonel Broadſireet happened 
to be detained with the Batteaux at Schenectaay 
for above a Month waiting for the Forty-fourth 
Regiment, 


Before I relate the Attack of Ofwego, I ſhall 
review a little what the freuch were doing during 
theſe our dilatory, pompous Proceedings. 


The Marquis de Vaudreuil, Governor and Lieu- 
tenant-General of News France, whilſt be provided 
for the Security of the Frontiers of Ganada, was 
principally attentive to the Lakes. Being inform'd 
that we were making vaſt Preparations at Of e for 
attacking Niagara and Frontenac, he took and raz'd 
in the Month of March, the Fort where we had 
formeq principal Magazine, and in Juuc following 

>, os deſtroyed, 
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deſtroyed, on the River of Chonegan of Ofewegs, 
ſome of our Veſſels, and made ſome Prifoners. The 
Succeſs of theſe two Expeditions encouraged him to 
act offenſively and to attack us at Ofwegn, © This 
Settlement they pretended, and ſtill inſiſt on, to be an 
Incroachment, or Invaſion, which we had made in a 
time of profound Peace, and againft which, they ſaid, 
they had continually remonſtranced, during our blun- 
dering, negotiating Lawyer's Reſidence at France 
It was at firſt, ſay they, only a fortified Magazine; 
but in order to avail themſelves of it's adyantageous 
Situation in the Centre almoſt of the French Colonies, 
the Engliſh added from Time to Time ſeveral new 
Works, and made it conſiſt of three Forts as above 
deſcribed. | | | 


The Troops deſigned for this Expedition by the 
French amounted to near 5000 Men, 1 309 of which 
were Regulars. To prevent his Deſign being diſcover'd, 
M. de Vaudreuil pretended in order the better to 
deceive us, who had ſo long before been blind, that 
he was providing only for the Security of Niagara and 
Frontenac. The Marquis de Montcaum, who com- 


manded on this Occaſion, arrived the 29th of 7aly 
at Fort Frontenac; and having given the neceſſary 
Directions for ſecuring his Retreat, in caſe it Thould 
have been rendered inevitable, by a ſuperior Force ; 
ſent out two Veſſels, one of twelve, and the other of 
ſixteen Guns, to cruiſe off Oſwego, and poſted a 
Chain of Canadians and Indians on the Road be- 
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oo, | Place of general Rendezvous, the Marquis de Mont- 
* calm ordered his ad vanc'd Guard to proceed to a 
to Creek call'd, Anſe aux Cabannes, three Leagues 
his | from Oſwego. But, | 


an 

12 To carry on this Account the more accurate and 

ig NN intelligible to the Reader, I ſhall recite the Actions 
» 


1n. Jof the French and ourſelves together, as a more 
ce clear and ſnccin&t Manner, of making thoſe unac- 
je: ¶ quainted with the Art of War more ſenſible of this 
ous important Affair. 


ew Colonel Mercer, who was then commanding Of- 
ove ! ficer of the Garriſon at Oſwego, having on the 6th 
of Auguſt, Intelligence of a large Encampmeut of 
French and Indians, about twelve Miles off, diſ- 
the patch'd one of the Schooners, with an account of it 
to Capt. Hradley, who was then on a Cruize with 
the large Brigantine and two Sloops; at the fame 
Time, defiring him to cruize as far to the Eaſt- 
ward as he could, and to endeavour to prevent the 
Approach of the French on the Lake; but meet- 
ing the next Day with a moſt violent Gale of Wind, 
the large Brigantine was drove on Shore near Of- 
Wego, in attempting to get into the Harbour; of 
which Misfortune, the Indians immediately gave 
M. de Montcalm, the French General, Notice, who 
took that Opportunity of tranſporting his heavy 
Cannon to within about a Mile and a Half of the 
Fort, which he could not otherwiſe have done. 


For on the 10th, the firſt Diviſion of the French 
being aggived at Anſe aux Cabdnnes, at two o'Clock 
* N in 


„ 


in the Morning; the Van- guard proceeded at four 
in the Afternoon, by Land, acrots Woods to ano. 
ther Creek within. Half a League of Oſwego, in 
order to favour the Debarkation. At Mid- night 
their firſt Diviſion repair'd to this Creek, and there 
erected a Battery on the Lake Ontario, 
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Colonel Mercer, in the Morning of the 10th oz 
ſome Canoes being ſeen to the Eaſtward, ſent out 
the ſmall Schooner to make Diſcovery of what they 
were; ſhe was ſcarce Half a Mile from the Fort, 
before ſhe diſcovered a very large Encampment, 
cloſe under the oppoſite Point, being the firſt Di- 
viſion of the French Troops above-mentioned. On 

this, the two Sloops (the large Brigantine being 
ſtill on Shore) were ſent out with Orders, if poſſi- 
ble, to annoy the Enemy; but this was to no 
Purpoſe ; the Encmy's Cannon being large and wel 
pointed, hull'd the Veſſels almoſt every Shot, 
while their's fell ſhort of the Shore, 


This Day and the next, the Enemy were em- 
ployed in making Gabions, Fauciſſons, and Fat: 
cines, and in cutting a Road croſs the Woods, 
from the Place of landing, to the Place where the 
Trenches were to be opened : And, the ſecond 
Diviſion of the Enemy arriving on the 11th, in the 
Morning, with the Artillery and Proviſions, the 
ſame were immediately landed without any Oppo- 
ſition. Though Diſpoſitions were made for opening 


the Trenches on the 1oth at Night, it was Mid 
night before they could begin the Tiench, whic 
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was rather a Parallel, of about 100 Toiſes “ in 


Front, and opened at the Diſtance of 90 Toiſes 


from the Foſs of Fort Ontario, in Ground embar- 
raſſed with Trunks of Trees. | 


About five in the Morning of the 11th, this 
Parallel was finiſhed, and the Workmen began to 
erect the Batteries. Thus was the Place inveſted 
by about 5000 Men and thirty-two Pieces of Can» 
non, from twelve to eighteen Pounders, beſides - 
ſeveral large Braſs Mortars and Hoyets, (among 
which Artillery was part of General Braadock's) 


"About Noon they began the Attack of Fort On- 


tario, with ſmall Arms, which was briskly return'd. 
All this Day the Garriſon was employed on the 
Weft- fide of the River in repairing the Batteries, 
on the South-ſide of the O. 4- Fort. 


The next Morning, (the 12th,) at Day- break, a 
large Number of 7rench Batteaux were diſcovered 
on the Lake, in their Way to join the Enemy's 
Camp; on which, Colonel Mercer ordered the two 
Sloops to be again ſent out, with Directions to get 
between the Batteaux and the Camp, but before 
our Veſſels came up, the Batteaux had ſecured 
themſelves under the Fire of their Cannon. 


In the Evening a Detachment was made of 100 


IMen of the 5oth (General Pepperel/s) Regiment, 


and 126 of the New- Jerſey Provincials, under the 
N 2 Command 


_— 


* A Toiſe is a French Meaſure, and contains about two 


athom or fix Feet in Length, 
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Command of Col. &chuyler, to take Poſſeſſion of 
the Fort on the Hill, to the Weſtward of the 
Old- Fort, and under the Direction of the Engineer, 
Mr Mackeller, were to put it into the beſt State 
of Defence they could ; in which Work, they were 
employed all the following Night, 


The Enemy on the Eaſt-fide continued their Ap- 
proaches to Fort Oztario, but with their utmoſt 
Efforts for a long Time they could not bring their 
Cannon to bear on it. However, drawing their 
Cannon with great Expedition, next Morning, (the 
x13th,) about Ten o'Clock, to a Battery ereCted 
within ſixty Yards from it; they play'd them very 
hotly on the Garriſon, notwithſtanding the con- 
Rant Fire kept on them, and the Loſs of their prin- 
cipal Engineer, who was Kill'd in the Trenches, 
A Council of War, was immediately held by the 
Officers of General Peppere!/'s Regiment, who ob- 
ſerving the Mortars were beginning to play, con- 
cluded it moſt adviſcable to quit Fort Outario, and 
Join Col. Schuyler's Regiment at Fort George. (or 
Fort Raſcal;) and an Account of this latter Bat- 
tery being ſent to Col. Mercer by the Commandant 
of the Enemy, ordering him to evacuate the Fort, 
they accordingly did, about Three in the After- 
noon, deftroying the Cannon, Ammunition, and 
Proviſions therein, aud managed their Retreat fo 
as to paſs the River, and join the Troops at the 
Weſt-ſide without the Loſs of a Man. 
Troops being about 370, were immediately order- 
ed to join Col. Schuyler, which they accordingly 
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did, and were employ'd all the following Night 
in completing. the Works of that Fort. 


M. Montcaim immediately took Poſſeſſion of. 
Fort Ontario, and ordered the Communication of 
the Parallel to. be continued to the Banks of the 
River, where, in the beginning of the Night, they 
began a Grand- battery, plac'd in ſuch a Manner, 
that it could not only batter Fort Oſwego and 
the Way from thence to Fort George, but alſo the 
Intrenchment of Oſwego. | 


In the Morning, of the 13th, the large Brigan- 
tine being off the Rocks and repaired, a Detach- 
ment of eighty Men of the Garriſon was put on 
board her and the two Sloops, in order to go out 
immediately, but the Wind continuing to blow 
directly into the Harbour, render'd it impoſſible 
for them to get out before the Place was ſurren- 
dered. This Night as well as the Night before, 
Parties of the Enemy's Irregulars made ſeveral At- 
tempts to ſurprize the advanc'd Guards and Centi- 
nels on the Weſt. ſide of the River; but did not 
ſucceed in any of them. 


The Enemy were employed this Night in bring= | 
ing up their Cannon and raiſing a Battery. On 
our Side, we kept a conſtant Fire of Cannon and 
Shells from the Old. Fort, and Works about it. 
The-- Cannon which moſt anncyed the Enemy, 
were four Pieces, which we revers'd on the Plat- 
form of an earthen Work, which ſurrounded the 
Qua let, and which was intirely enfiladed by the 

| Encov's 


_ quently every Man of the 
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Fnemy's Battery on the oppoſite Shore: In this 
Situation without the leaſt Cover, the Train, aſ- 
ſiſted by a Detachment of fifty of H- u- 's Regi- 
ment behaved remarkably well. 


At Day-break, on the 14th, we renewed our 


Fire on that Part of the oppoſite Shore, where we 


had the Evening before, obſerved the Enemy at 


Work in raiſing the Battery. 


The Enemy in three Columns, conſiſting of 2 500 
Canadians and Savages, croſſed the River, ſome 
by ſwimming, and others by wading, with the 
Water up to their Middles, in order to inveſt and 
attack the old Fort. This bold Action, by which 
they int irely cut off the Communication of the 
two Forts; the Celerity with which the Works 
were carried on, in Ground that we thought imprac- 
ticable; a continual Return of our Fire from a 
Battery of ten Cannon, twelve Pounders; and their 
preparing a Battery of Mortars and Hoyets, made 
Colonel Mercer think it adviſeable (he not know- 
ing their Numbers) to order Colonel Schuyler, with 
500 Men to oppoſe them, which would accord- 
ingly have been carried into Execution, and conſe- 
500 cut off, had not 
Colonel Mercer been kill'd by a Cannon-Ball a 
few Minutes aſter. 


About ten O'Clock, the Enemy's Battery were 
ready to play; at which Time, all our Places of 
Detence were either enfiladed, or ruined by the con- 
ſtant Fire of their Cannon; Fort Raſcal or Gorge, 
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in particular, having at that Time no Guns, and 
ſcarce in a Condition to defend itſelf againſt ſmall 
Arms; with 2500 · Irregulars on our Backs, ready 
to ſtorm us on that Side, and 2000 of their Regu- 
lars as ready to land in our Front, under the Fire 
of their Cannon. Whereas, a 


Fort Raſcal might have been made a very de- 
fenſible Fortreſs, lying on a Hill, and the Aſcent 
to it ſo ſteep, that had an Enemy been ever fo nu- 
merous, they muſt have ſuffered greatly in an At- 
tempt to Storm it. Why it was not in a better 
State, it becomes not me to ſay, but Matters were 
ſo. a 


And in this Situation we were, when Colonel 
Littlehales, who ſucceeded Colonel Mercer in the 
Command, called a Council of War, who were, 
with the Engineers, unanimouſly of Opinion, that 
the Works were no longer tenable; and that it was 
by no Means prudent to riſque a Storm with ſuch 
unequal Numbers. | 


The Chamade was accordingly ordered to be 


beat, and the Firing ceas'd on both Sides ; yet the 


French were not idle, but improved this Opportu- 
nity to bring up more Cannon, and advance the 
main Body of their Troops within Muſquet-ſhot 
of the Garriſon, and prepared every Thing for 
a Storm. Two Officers were ſent to the French 
General, to know what Terms he would give; the 
Marquis de Montca/m made anſwer, That they 
might expect whatever Terms were conſiſtent with 

the 
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the Service of His Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty: He ac- all bel 
cordingly agreed to the following. tures i 
| with 1 
Article IJ. The Garriſon ſhall ſurrender Pri- ſcalp'd 
„ ſoners of War, and ſhall be conducted from hence Hoſpit 
© to Montreal, where they ſhall be treated with choppi 
Humanity, and every one ſhall have Treatment Spades, 
& agreeable to their reſpective Ranks, according to ſtrumer 
the Cuſtom of War. a utmoſt 
; | | terceſli, 
II. “ Officers, and Soldiers, and Individuals, ſhall I Mercy 
© have their Baggage and Cloaths, and they ſhall I have 1 


© be allowed to carry them along with them. Particle 
III. ©& They ſhall remain Priſoners of War un- Her 
till they are exchanged.“ ſtandin 
| the Of 

Given at the Camp _— Os weGo, I muſt 
Auguſt, 14, 1756. Chara 

i Þ M 0 N 7 G A 5 M, Perient 

Oppor 


By Virtue of this Capitulation, the Garriſon I paying 
ſurrendered Priſoners of War, and the French im- Nor, i 
mediately took Poſſeſſion of Oſwego and Fort Captai 
George, which they intirely deſtroyed, agreeable ¶ Hic tes 
to their Orders, after removing the Artillery, War- Alacri 
like-Stores, and Proviſions. for ſuc 
5 | conſiſt 

But, to deſcribe the Plunder, Havock, and De- ¶ and de 
vaſtation, made by the French, as well as the Sa- fence, 
vages, who ruſh'd in by Thouſands, is impoſſible. would 
For notwithſtanding the Chriſtian Promiſe made by many 
the General of His Moſt- Chriſtian Majeſty, they 


all 
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ac- all behav'd more like infernal Beings, than Crea- 
tures in human Shapes. In ſhort, not contented 
with ſurrendering upon the above Terms, they 
{calp'd and kilFd all the Sick and wounded in the 
Hoſpitals; mangling, butchering, cutting, and 
chopping off their Heads, Arms, Legs, Sc. with 
Spades, Hatchets, and other ſuch diabolical In- 
ſtruments ; treatin g the whole Garriſon with the 
utmoſt Cruelty, notwithſtanding the repeated In- 
terceſſions of the defenceleſs Sick and Wounded for 
Mercy; which were, indeed, piteous enough to 
have ſoften d any Heart poſſeſſed of the minuteſt 
Particle of Humanity ! 


Here, I cannot help obſerving, that, notwith- 
ſanding what has been ſaid of the Behaviour of 
the Officers of theſe (the 5oth and 51ft) Regiments, 
I muſt, with the greateſt Truth, give them the 
Characters cf brave, but, I wiſh I could ſay, ex- 
perienced, Men; every one of them, that I had an 
Opportunity of obſerving, during the Siege, be- 
on having with the utmoſt Courage and Intrepidity. 
Nor, in this Place, can I omit particularly naming 
Captain James Campbell, and Enſigns Evern and 
able Hickes, who aſſiſted with the greateſt Spirit and 
Alacrity, the private Men at the great Guns. Bur, 
for ſuch an Handful of Men as our Garriſons then 
conſiſted of, and the Works being of ſuch a weak 
and defenceleſs a Nature, to have made a longer De- 
fence, or have caus'd the Enemy to raiſe the Siege, 


ible. | would have been ſuch an Inſtance, as Eugland, tor 
15 many Years, never hath experienced; and, I am 
e 


= O | afraid, 


and Ramparts are Defenceleſs, and Men inſufficient 
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afraid, will be many more, before it will, for Rea- 
ſons that are too obvious. 


The Quantity of Stores and Ammunition ve 
then had in the three Forts, is almoſt incredible 
But of what Avail are Powder and Ball, if Wall; 


to make Uſe of them. In ſhort, the French, by 
taking this Place, made themſelves Maſters of the 
following Things ; all which were immediately 
ſent to Frontenac, viz, Seven Pieces of Brat; 
Cannon, nineteen, fourteen, and twelve Pounders; 
Forty-eight Iron Cannon, of nine, ſix, five, three, 
and two Pounders; a Braſs Mortar of nine Inches 
four-twelfths, and thirteen others of fix and three 
Inches; forty-ſeven Swivel Guns ; 23,00046. of 
Gun- powder; $000/16. of Lead and Muſquet-balls; 
two Thouſands nine Hundred and fifty Cannon- 
balls; one Hundred and fifty Bombs, of nine In- 
ches, and three Hundred more, of fix Inches Dia- 
meter; one Thouſand four Hundred and ſeventy- 
ſix Grenadoes; one Thouſand and ſeventy Mul- 
quets; a Veſſel pierc'd for eighteen Guns; the 
Brigantine of fixtecn, a Goeletta of ten, a Batteau 
of ten, (the Sloops already mention'd) another of 
eight Guns, a Skiff of eighteen Swivels, and ano- 
ther burnt upon the Stocks; ſeven Hundred and 
four Barrels of Biſcuit, one Thouſand three Hun- 
dred and eight- ſix Firkins of Bacon and Beef; 
ſeven Hundred and twelve Fir kins of Meal; thirty- 
two live Oxen; fifteen Hogs, and a large Sum of 
Money in the military Cheſt, amounting, as the 
French ſaid, to eighteen Thouſand five Hund red 


and ninety-ſour Livres. | | Oa 
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On the 16th, they began to remove us; the Of- 
ficers were firſt ſent in Batteaux. and two Hundred 
Soldiers a Day afterwards, till the whole were gone 
being carried firſt to Montreal and from thence to 
Quebec. Our Duty in the Batteaux, till we reach'd 
the firſt Place, was very hard and flaviſh: And 
during the Time we were on the Lake, or Ri- 
ver St. Laurence, it appear'd very eaſy and fea- 
ſible for Commodore Bradley, (had he thought pro- 
per) to have deſtroy'd all the Enemy's Batteaux, 
and have prevented them from ever landing their 
Cannon, within fprty Miles of the Fort. But he _ 
knew his own * tor omitting this Piece of 
Service beſt, ] 


Our Party arriving at Montreal, in Canada, on 
the.28th ; we were that Night ſecured in the Fort, 
as were the reſt es they came in The French uſed 
various Means to win ſome of our Troops over to 
their Intereſt, or at leaſt to do their Work in the 
Fields, which many refuſed, among whom was 
myſelf ; who were then conducted on board a Ship 
and ſent to Quebec; where, on arriving the 5th of 
September, we were lodged in a Goal, and kept for 
the Space of one Month. 


During this our Captivity, many of our Men, 
rather than lye in Priton, went out to work and 
aſſiſt the French in getting in their Harveſt; 
they having then, ſc:rce any People left in that 
Country, but old Men, Women, and Children, ſo 
that the Corn was continually falling into the Stub- 
ble for Want of Hands to reap it; But, thoſe 
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who did go cut, in two or three Days, choſe Con- 
finement again, rather than Liberty on ſuch Terms, 
being almoſt ſtarv'd, having nothing in the Coun- 
try to live on but dry Bread, whereas, we in the 
Priſon were each of us allowed two Pounds of Bread, 
and Halfa Pound of Meat a Day, and otherwiſe 
treated with a good deal of Humanity. 


Eighteen Soldiers, were all the Guard they had 


to place over us, who being greatly fatigued with 


hard Duty, and dreading our riſing on them, 
(which had we had any Arms, we might eaſily 


have done, and ravaged the Country round, as it 


was then entirely Defenceleſs) and the Town's- 
People themſelves fearing the Conſequences of 
having ſuch a Number of Men in a Place where 
Proviſions were at that Time very ſcarce and dear, 
they thought ſending us away, the moſt eligible 
Way of keeping themſelves from Famine, and 
accordingly put five Hundred of us on board a 
Veſlel for England, 

But, before I continue the Account of our Voyage 
home to our Native Country, I ſhall juſt make a 
ſhort Retroſpection on the Conſequences which at- 
tended the Lois of Oe, as appeared to us and 
the reſt of the People at Quebec, who knew that 
Part of America, to which, this impotant Place was 
a Safeguard, 


As ſoon as Ofzvegs was taken, our only Com- 
mun!cation em the Ao"awk's River, to the Lake 
Oneida, was ſtopt up, by filling the Place at // 004 
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Greek with great Logs and Trees, for many Miles 
together. A few Days afterwards, the Forts at 
the Great Carrying Place, and then our moſt ad- 

vanced Poſt into the Country of the 8x Nations, 
which I have before given a ſhort Account of, (and 
where there were at that Time above three Thou- 
ſand Men, including one Thouſand two Hundred 
Batteau-Men ; and which ftill gave the dix Nations 
ſome Hopes that we would defend their Country 
againſt the French) were abandoned and deſtroyed, 
and the Troops, which were under the Command 
of General Webb, retreated to Burnet's Field, 
and left the Country and the Six Nations to the 
Mercy of the Enemy. 


The French, immediately after the taking of Oſ- 
wego, demoliſh d (as is {aid before) all the Works 
there, and return'd with their Priſoners and Booty 
to Trinonderoze, to oppoſe our provincial Army 
under the Command of General Min ow, who had 
ſhamefully been kept, in ExpeCtation of the dilatory 
Arrival of Lord Z-udon, from attacking Grown= 
Point, while the Enemy were weak, and it was 
eaſily in our Power to have beat them. 


The Conſequences of the D eſtruCtion of our 
Forts at the Great Carrying Place, and General 
Webb's retreating to Burnet's Field, is now, Alas! 
too apparent to every one acquainted with Ams ri- 
can Affairs. The Indians of the Six Nations, un- 


doubtedly, look'd upon it as abandoning them and 
their Country to the French; for they plainly faw 
that we had no ſtrong Hod near them, and that 


(by 
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(by the Place at Wood's Creek, being ſtopp'd up, 


we could not, if we would, afford them any Aſ- 
ſiſtance at Onondaga, Cayuga, and in the eue eas 
Country, which were their chief Caſtles : Thar, 
the Forts begun by us in thoſe Countries, were left 
unfiniſh'd, and therefore could be of no Uſe to 
them, and which, if we had kept the Carrying 
Place. we might have finiſh'd, and given them 
Rill Hopes of our being able to defend, 


But deſpairing of our being further ſerviceable to 

them, thoſe [raguors, who were before our Friends, 
and ſome of the others, have indeed deſerted us, and the 
Conſequence of ſuch their Junctures with the French, 
has begun already to be felt in the Loſs of Fort-George 
on Lake Sacrament. 


The fine Country on the Mohawk's River down 

to Albany, was by this Step left open to the Ravages 
of the Enemy and an eaſy Paſſage open'd to the French 
and their Indians, into the Provinces of Penſylvania, 
and Ne- Ferſey, by the Way of Suſquehana and 
De-ta-ware Rivers, which were before cover'd by our 
Settlements on the Mohawt's River, and the Six Na- 
tions. To conclude, it left the French without the 
leaſt Fear of our being able to give them the leaſt In- 
terruption in their Paſſage thro Lake Ontario, and 
Lake Erie, to the Frontiers of Peuſylvania, Man- 
laid, Virginia, and all the ſouthern Country. 


Whether theſe my Animadverſions are true, or not, 
What has been ſince tranſacted in theſe Parts, and the 
preſent Campaign there, will evince.---I ſhall there- 
fore return to our Embarkation at Quebec. Five 
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Five Hundred of us, being to be ſent to England, 
we were put on board La Renomme, a French Pac- 
quet-boat, Capt. Dennis Vitree, Commander: We 


ſailed under a Flag of Trace, and tho' the French be- 


haved with a good deal of Politeneſs, yet we were al- 
moſt ſtarved for want of Provifions. One Biſcuit, 


and two Ounces of Pork a Day, being all our allow - 


ance, and half dead with Cold, having but few 'Cloaths 
and the Veſſel being ſo ſmall, that the major Part of 
us were obliged to be upon Deck in all Weathers. 
After a Paſſage of fix Weeks, we at laſt, to our great 
Joy, arrived at Plymouth on the 6th of November, 
1756. But there our Troubles and Hardſhips were 
not as we expected, put a Period to for ſome Time ; 
Scruples ariſing to the Commiſſaries and Admiral there 
about taking us on Shore, as there was no Cartel 
agreed on between the French and Engliſh, we were 
confined on board, till the Determination of the Lords 
of the Admiralty ſhould be known ; lying there in a 
miſerable Condition ſeven or eight Days, before we 
received Orders to diſembark, which, when we were 
permitted to do, being order'd from thence, in different 


Parties to Totnes, Kingsbridge, Newton-Buſbet and 
Newton- Abbot, in Devonſhire, I was happy in 


being quarter'd at King chriage, where I met with 
ſuch Civility and Entertainment, as I had for a long 
Time been a Stranger to. 


In about four Months we were again order'd to 
Plymout h- Duck, to be draughted into other Regi- 
ments; where on being inſpected, I was on Account 
of the Wound J had receiv'd in my Hand diſcharg'd 
as incapable of further Service. 
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For want of a Certificate from my Colonel, or fome 
other neceſſary Qualifications F am ignorant of J 
could not get any Proviſion made for me, by Penſion 
or otherwiſe. Indeed, as a Reward for my Suffer- 
ings and Services, L had the Favour of a Pass allow d 
and the Sum of Six SHILLINGS paid, to carry me to 
Aberdeen, about eight Hundred Miles Ox Tr, from 

the Place whereat I was DISCHARG'D, 


nt: 


